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righteousness, and with the mouth con- 
fession is made unto salvation, was the 
topic of the general experience. One said 
that she had ever found it the safest and 
surest way to retain her entire acceptance, 
in acknowledging all that God does for 
her; before receiving a clean heart, she 
had been told by a Methodist friend that 
she must confess it, to retain the witness 
of purity. . It is a light that will go out 
if smothered by silence. She had so 
ardently thirsted after righteousness, and 
was so thankful for the gift bestowed, that 
it was but a small cross,if any, for her to 
confess the power of Christ to save from 
sin. She had been much blessed in the 
prayer when it had been asked that the 
Son would bring his Father to come in and 
sup with us,— her soul felt the honor con- 
ferred by the presence of God in the soul. 

Another, who had long been in a state 
of harassing temptations, and was in a 
measure freed at the Sing-Sing Camp- 
Meeting, said she had lost much by yield- 
ing to the enemy in keeping silence. 
She had not been contented with her own 
gifts, but was tempted to think she could 
not speak as well as others, —a mere 
temptation, and had ceased to confess 
Christ’s power to save her. She now 
knows that she loves God with all her 
heart, and the cleansing atonement is 
applied to her soul. The time, as usual, 
was too short for all to speak, and to 
acknowledge their Lord, and they were 
requested to rise who would have liked 
the privilege. Two arose for prayer. 

And we adjourned for another week, 
again renewed in the faith that God 
is sanctifying his general church and 
ministry. 

The week before several new witnesses 
gave in their testimony. This week one 
who had been long seeking, found the 
blessing at the communion rail, in her 
own church. Those who were seeking 
purity were invited with other seekers, 
and she was enabled to believe unto 
righteousness. 
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BEULAH. 


HAVE you been there, fellow Christian? You 
know then how balmy are its breezes, how en- 
rapturing are the songs that are wafted thither 
from the Celestial City, and how grand are the 
prospects which faith gives from its holy heights 
of the Jand lying beyond the flood. Oh, how 
good it is to be there! The presence of the Lamb 
of God resting upon it is a Jight above the 
brightness of the sun. Multitudes of angels and 
of the redeemed seem near. The place is too 
sacred for worldly men, and the power of the 
tempter is paralyzed, fora time at least, by its 
profound spirituality. 

But Beulah is not heaven; ifs sacred grounds 
lie ouite within the limits of our probationary 
state. True, the Christian’s most delightful visits 
to it are often made just before he passes over 
the river of death to the Holy City; yet the path 
to its precincts is generally threugh the valley of 
conflict, and the calls of duty lead from it through 
ways in which the spirit of the pilgrim is in heavi- 
ness through manifold temptations. It is evidently 
not in the economy of grace for the Christian to 
abide continually at Beulah, any more than for 
him to tarry always amid scenes of spiritual 
heaviness. But Beulah and the valley of conflict 
have an important relation to each other, as the 
dove-like descent of the Spirit and the voice © 
from heaven at Christ's baptism were related to 
the temptation in the wilderness; and as the 
mount of transfiguration was related to Geth- 
semane. The one prepares for the other; and. 
their combined influence is necessary for the 
thorough furnishing of the man of God for every 
good word and work. The mount and the yal- 
ley have their lessons of instruction, which will 
be engraven on every thoughtful heart. 

The mount teaches that God and heaven are 
not afar off. It is the measurable and temporary 
lifting of the veil which hides both from our 
view. The Word of God has declared them to 
be ever near, in substance, to him who believes 
(Heb. xi. 1). But Beulah is a revelation to our 
senses, in divine condescension to the weakness of. 
our faith, whereby faith is made stronger. The 
spiritual pilgrim, with the Bible in his hand in 


which is mapped out the way to the Celestial 


City, is assured that the way is no less safe, and 
that it leads no less onward to the shining gate, 
though he can not see one foot ahead ; — his faith 
must rest in this bare word of God, and be 
thoroughly exercised therein; and yet this faith 
elevates the soul above the common level of 
Christian experience to Pisgah’s top, and opens 
to him the goodly land stretching along the dis- 
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tant horizon, and indicates the path in which he 
is to travel; he sees that though now it plunges 
into a valley and then Jays along a rough hill- 
side, yet that its course is, as his chart declares, 
always heavenward. If he makesa right use of 
his position, he will reasonthus: The prospect 
from those plains yonder, across which my way 
leads, is not so grand; the light in that valley is 
not so glorious; neither are their sounds so har- 
monious as on this elevation, nor the atmosphere 
so stimulating; but they are quite as near to heaven 


andthe Lamb. The difference isin the things of 


sense, and not in the facts which concern God | 


and glory. Here I see and feel God in a glorious 
manifestation. There I shall the more glorify 
him by believing and loving still, though I do 
not so much see and feel. 

From the clearer light of Beulah the pilgrim 
scans the past also. He sees that through its 
dark valleys, the rough paths and sore con 
flicts, God was drawing the soul on towards its 
final and glorified rest. Joyfully he exclaims: 
‘¢Thou, Lord, hast been the guide of my youth.” 
‘*Thou hast brought me by a way that I knew 
not; thou hast made darkness light, and crooked 
things straight.’ Hallelujah for every step of 
the way through which God has led me! 


Let the Christian remember that the periods of | 


nearness, greatness, and holiness of God. He 
feared to think or speak irreverently of his name 
or ordinances. The fear of God is not inconsist- 
ent with the humble boldness which faith in 
Christ begets. When Cornelius learned of Peter 
the way of salvation more pertectly, he did not 
fear less though he may have loved more. 


Cornelius’s piety evidently recommended itself to 
his family. “ He feared God with all his house.” 
The religion of some professors will not bear a 
close observation. It answers the gospel pattern 
Ouly as it is set forth by their lips on public and 
social occasions. In the midst of the petty an- 


hoyances of the family, where the test is applied 


daily and almost each moment, they fail. Such 
do not lead others to follow Christ, for their 
private life does not point the way; neither can 


it often be said of their house that they “ fear 
God.” 


** He gave much alms to the people.’ We did not 
give in stinted measure at long intervals, but 
he kept in exercise the grace of beneficence by 
“much” giving, implying both frequent and 
abundant gifts. He hereby exhibited to the world 
the sincerity of his devotion and the genuineness 
of his godly fear. Le was really more devoted to 
spiritual than worldly riches, for he gave the 


his highest ecstasy on earth are faint gleams only | latter away freely; and his fear of God forbade 
of the weight of glory which shall be revealed | im to keep what was his only as a steward. His 
hereafter; and if that which is imparted on earth | 2!™Msgiving seemed to be a popular bestowment 


so enlarges our views of God and his dealines 
with us, surely that which shall be will enal:> 
‘to see as we are seen, and know as we are 
known.” More fully than we can conceive now 
will darkness become light and crooked things 
straight. 


SCRIPTURE CABINET. 


CORNELIUS, 
Read Acts, chapter x. 


Cornelius was a military officer. This must be 
remembered in connection with what is stated 
concerning his character. Whatever may be said 
in reference to the possibility of the eminent 
holiness of a soldier, it must be conceded that 
his occupation is exceedingly unfavorable to 
piety. Cornelius, however, rose above ditncu.t 
circumstances in the strength of his devotion 
to God. 


He was “‘adevout man.” This may express 
simply his piety, but seems from the connection 
to imply habitual devotion. It is well expressed 
by our word, “‘ devout,” —a reverential attention 
to the doctrines and forms of religion. He was 
pious at all times, and expressed it in every way 
and under all circumstances. 


He ‘‘ feared God.” His heart and life were 
under a healthful restraint by a conviction of the 


» 


upon **the people,’ rather than a donation of a 


wo | mrge sum to One person or for one object only, 


thus securing great notoriety. . 


This good man “ prayed to God alway.” He was 
an habitually prayerful man. On his long and 
fatiguing marches, in camp where God is seldom 
revered, before his superior oflicers, who perhaps 
sneered at his piety, and even amid the fearful 
excitement of the battle-field, if called to it, this 
Christian soldier could pray. He had a heart for 
the work, and he prayed *‘ alway.’ 

We see how God honors such a man as Cor- 
nelius. 


He increased greatly his light in spiritual things. 
He especially commissioned an inspired apostle 
for this purpose. Those who will do the will of 
God shall know his doctrine; they shall have 
light as well as purity. The secret of the Lord is 
with them who fear him. 

God honored Cornelius by placing his name, 
his occupation, the place of his residence, the 
general facts of his character, and a portion of 
his history, on the pages of inspiration, to be read 
of all men in all ages. Ambitious men seek a 
name among men and a place in history; God 
has here shown what kind of men he would have 
so honored. He has appointed Cornelius to live 


not only on the divine record, but in the good 
influence of his example. 

May the example of this soldier, living amid 
heathen influences, stimulate the faith of the 
Christian soldiers now on the bettie-field. 
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A PENNY A DAY. 
“When he had agreed with the laborers fora penny a 
day, he sent them into his vineyard.”— Matt. xx. 2. 
An agricultural paper says that in the time of 


Christ a penny was about equal to 15 of our cents, 
and as money was ten times as valuable as now, 


' the penny a day was a8 good as 150 of our cents; 


so that the man who worked in the vineyard for 
that, got as good wages as good men now gener- 
ally have in harvest time. The gift of the good 
Samaritan of two pence to the care of the man 
who fell among thieves, in addition tothe raiment, 
oil, and wine, was equivalent to about $3 of our 
currency, which would probably pay for his 
board two weeks in a country tavern, where board 
was very cheap. 


MUCII FRUIT. 

“ Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; 
so shall ye be iny disciples.” —John xv. 8. 

The nature of the fruit required, and what was 
meant by “much fruit,’ the disciples were, in 

due time, fully taught. When the Comforter 
came, who was one with Christ and justly ex- 
pressed his mind, he produced in them that glo- 
rious cluster of graces named in Gal. vy. 22, 
whose unity constitutes our whole of fruit. The 
‘“much,”’ or extent to which Christ would have’ 
this fruit developed, is clearly taught. The 
Jove’ is to be such as Christ has to us, — such 
toward each other as we have for ourselves, — it 
is to be “perfect love.”? The “joy” must be Ais 
joy, verse 11, and thus it will be “‘full” and 
‘‘unspeakable and full of glory,” (1 Pet. i. 8.) 
The ‘‘ peace’? must be his also, chap. 14, verse 
27; — such as belongs to his nature and such as 
he gives, — a peace that passeth all understand- 
ing,” Phil. iv. 7, and continues ‘‘ always,’ (2 
Thess. iii. 16.) Thus the inspired record proceeds 
to teach the meaning of this strong expression in 
reference to each particular which makes a part 
of the perfect whole. 

But God is glorified by much outward as well 
as inward fruit. We might say, perhaps, that 
the latter surely includes the former. Still, the 
Word of God specifies the duty of letting men 
see our ‘‘ good works,” for this very purpose that 
our Father in heaven may be glorified. (Matt y. 
16.) The outward fruit most immediately appar- 
ent in the early disciples was their great sacrifice 
forhim. How soon was the Pentecostal baptism 
seen in the willing sacrifice of all worldly good, 
including life itself. There is **much fruit” 
required in the same direction now; and, when 
little is yielded, the growth of the inward fruit 
is blighted, and it brings forth none to per- 
fection. 

Again, the early disciples brought forth an 
abundant fruit of labor for Christ. They went 
daily, not only to the temple, but into every 
house, preaching and teaching in hisname. A 
few sacrifices, and a little very convenient and 
easy labor, is not what Christ expects of his dis- 


ciples now. Because they act as if they believed 
to the contrary, many professed Christians have 
a name to live and are dead. So shall ye be my 
disciples.’ This isthe way, and no other. Hear 
this, ye whose fruit is not “ unto holiness” of 
heart and life, and fear, lest it be said to you at 
last, ‘I know you not.” 


GOD’S REASON FOR BLOTTING OUT SIN, 


“T, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for 
my own sake.”—ZJsaiah, xliii. 25. 


Ilow perfectly consonant is the doctrine of this 
verse with the great truth of the New Testament. 
Here, as in other places in the Old Testament, it 
is passingly stated; but there expanded and illus- 
trated. 

God has primary reference to his own plan in 
forgiving sins, and to his own glory as the end. 
Ilis plan is forgiveness through the death of 
Christ, who is the fullness of God and the express 
image of his person. 

For his own sake; there is no room, then, for 
boasting on the part of the pardoned and purified 
sinner. But this is not all. The inquiring peni- 
tent, confourfied by a sight of the exceeding sin- 
fulness of his sins, rejoices to learn that not in 
his merit lies his ground of hope. He may ex- 
pect salvation for the sake of the infinitely holy 
God himself. 

We have said that God pardons sin for his own 
glory ; but this secures the pardoned sinner’s 
eternal welfare as certainly and as fully as if this 
were the only object sought. Let the world re- 
joice in God’s reason for blotting out sin. 


A GLANCE INTO HEAVEN. 


“* After this I looked, and behold, a door was opened in 
heaven.’’"— Rev. iv. 1. 


When, in vision, John beheld a door opened in 
heaven, he saw him whom we may well suppose 
he desired most to see,—his own Lord Jesus; he 
saw his person and glory, listened to the familiar 
tones of his voice, and heard the ‘*‘ new song”? of 
the countless multitude of his worshipers. Christ 


in heaven as on earth, is all and in all to his peo- 


ple. Where he is, is heaven. 


EDITOR’S DRAWER. 


_A NOBLE AIM. a? 

A CORRESPONDENT says: ‘I love to read the 
Guide; all is pure and good. I love to recom- 
mend it to my friends; nearly all of my past 
numbers being among them now. Dear brother, 
I think the highest ambition of my soul is to be 
useful in my Master’s vineyard.’’ A noble aim, 
and a high ambition indeed. We rejoice that 


our sister, in carrying out this purpose, esteems 
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the circulation of the Guideto be one means of 

accomplishing it; and that she has a good argu- 

ment for such a circulation is the profit received 
from its pages of which she speaks. 


CONFLICTS AND TRIUMPHB. | 

A friend writes: “1 am growing in grace; my 
faith is on the increase, and my love, I think, 
abounds more and more towards God and all 
men. I have had some mighty conflicts; but 
thanks be to God who has caused me to triumph: 
through Jesus Christ.” So our friend, having 
gone through the refining process, reflects more 
of the image of Christ. Such is God’s method — 
the conflict and the triumph, —the crucible and 
then the pure gold, —the cross and then the 
crown. Let his will be done! 


ENTERING IN BY FAITH. | 


Saysanother: ‘I entered into the full liberty. 
of the people of God by faith.” By no other 
door, dear brother, have any entered that holy 
state. Enoch walked with God by faith; Moses 
was enabled to converse with God face to face 
because of his faith; and it was faith, depend 
‘upon it, that gave Wesley, Fletcher, Edwards, 
Payson, Judson, and such holy men, their inti- 
macy with and their power in laboring for the 


Lord Jesus Christ; and we shall enter heaven by 
faith. | 


I HAVE LOsT IT. | 
A brother humbly appends to a letter written 
to the editor: ‘* Notwithstanding all these 
glorious manifestations of the Spirit to me in the 
past, I do not enjoy this fullness now; I have lost 
it.’ Will this brother, and all brethren and 
sisters — readers of the Guide— of similar ex- 
perience, allow us to put to them a few ques- 
tions? If you had lost a purse of gold would 
you not use all means for its recovery? — would 
you not use them promptly and with energy? 
Do you not believe that God has given you the 
means of recovering the treasure of grace you 
have lost? Have jou earnestly, with humility 
and confession, besouglt God to return the gift? 
He will return it if you conform to his con- 
ditions. Try him. 


THE AMERICAN MONTHLY. 


This Magazine, published in New York by Rev. 
8. H. Platt, was offered at the beginning of the 
year as a premium for the Guide. Many of our 
friends have written us, complaining of its dis- 
continuance since the June issue. We learn that 
about ‘that time the Magazine was suspended 
owing to the financial pressure brought about by 
the War. We will cheerfully make up the loss 
by an equivalent from our premium list, or a six 
months credit of Guide account, on having our 
attention directed to it by those who have suffered 
through its suspension. 


CHILDREN’S CORNER. 


I WANT TO PLEASE THE SAVIOUR, 
Tune —“I want to be an angel.” 
I WANT to please the Saviour, 
The Saviour good and kind, 
And do his gentle bidding, 
With ready, willing mind. 
His yoke I know ‘tis easy, 
His burden, it is light; 
And in his blessed service 
My soul shall find delight. 
I}l try to please the Saviour; 
With all my heart I'll try 
In every word and action 
To please my friend on high. 
I give my heart to Jesus; 
I give my warmest love; 
And oh! | long to serve him 
As angels serve above. 


Iielp me to please the Saviour, 
For, Lord, I'm weak and frail. 
And, by thy grace unaided, 
The tempter will prevail. 
Help me to do my duty, 
To work, and watch, and pray, 
And, pilgrim-like, move onward 
Along the heavenly way. 


For all who please the Saviour, 
Ife has prepared a home, 
To which we are invited 
By his own lips to come. 
That home of Fden glory 
Ile has prepared for me, 
And there with happy angels 
L'il spend eternity. 

MY LITTLE Frienvs: Let me say a word 
about the song I have written for you. You 
‘want to please the Saviour,” — I know you do, 
—and you can sing the first verse, »/¢aning and 
feeling itall. But the second verse, — ‘ 1ll try to 
please the Saviour,’ — as you sing that, will the 
resolution, try,’ come from your hearts, and 
be as sincere as your desire to please your best 
friend? Can’t you say it heartily, earnestly, — 
‘Tlltry to please the Saviour?” You know that 
Jesus asks for such a resolution; that a consecra- 
tion of your life to him would be the first step 
toward pleasing him. 

If you are accustomed to pray, you will find 
the prayer contained in the third verse in exact 
accordance with jour wants. You need help. 
Said the Saviour to his disciples: ‘*‘ Without me 
yecan do nothing.” If you attempt a religious 
life, without constant dependence upon Christ, 
you will fail. 

Happy thought! for you, for rou, there is pre- 
pared a beautiful heavenly home, if you succeed 
in pleasing the Saviour. Let me exhort you, dear 
children, to give your hearts to Jesus, to try 
earnestly to please him, and make your life a 
pilgrim journey to the happy land. 

EDWARD E. ROGERS. 
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GLORY IN MY SOUL. 


Arranged for this work. 


= 


CHORUS. 


slighted, Bat now I feel him mine: There’s glory in my soul; And glo-ry all a- 


round: [ am seek-ing joys im - mor-tal,—A_ bright, a star-ry crown. 


Cuorus.—With glory in my soul, &c. 


3 Now Christ is my salvation; 
What can | covet more? 
I have no condemnation ; 
My Father’s wrath is o’er, 
Cuo.—With glory, &e. 
4 I taste a heavenly pleasure, 
And need not fear a frown; 


Christ is my joy and treasure, 
glory and my crown—. 
Cuo.—l’ve glory in my soul, &e. 


® When I reach the world of glory, 

‘And take my seat above, 

Ill repeat the wondrous story, 

Of Jesus’ dying love ; 
Cho.—With glory in my soul, 
glory all around, 

I will sing forever, glory ! 
And wear the conqueror’s crown 


ae | 1. My soulis nowu - ni- ted To Christ the liv-ing vine; His grace I long have ‘ 
i 
at 
2 Soon as my all I ventur’d 
On the atoning blood, | 
The Holy Spirit enter’d, | 
, And I was born of God ; 
| 
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THE PROSPEROUS CHURCH. 


SERMON BY THE JUNIOR EDITOR. 


‘*And the Lord added to the church, daily, | 
such as should be saved.—<Acts ii. 47. 


nor does she bring forth sons and daugh- 
ters to the Lord Almighty when seatter- 
ing her ways to strangers; so that her 
fortunes herein have followed her char- 
acter, in every place, and in all time. 


True, there are formidable ecclesiastical 


“ Tne Acts” is a very significant book. 
It is God’s book of “ Incidental Illustra-, 
tions of the Economy of Salvation.” It 
shows us how the gospel worked the first 
time it was tried. It is gospel fact illus-. 
trating gospel theory. It lets us see how 
the devil’s kingdom was shattered and 
battered by the first few broadsides from 
the old ship of Zion. God made the 
universe, and the great machine went. 
the first time. God made the gospel, and 
from the flash of lightning that laid An-- 
anias dead at Peter's feet: to the day 
when its chief advocate, old and in 
prison, triumphed in the face of martyr-. 
dom, and said “I am ready,” all its facts: 
declare “ the gospel is the power of God.” | 
The text I have quoted is a fair repre- 
sentative of the character of the book. 
Brief, unostentatious, loaded with mean- 
ing, it tells of conquest, steady and rapid; 
made by the gospel, when its friends 
were comparatively feeble and few, and 
its enemies many and mighty; when, 
without patronage or prestige, it stood 
confronted with heathen and Jewish 
power, both armed with the implements 
of martyrdom, backed by the customs 
and laws of all kingdoms, and entrench- 
ed in the superstitions of an hundred 
generations. Let us steadily look at 
these words till we get their import, and 
then inquire after the causes of the won- 
derful prosperity of the church which 
they set forth. 


I. THE STATEMENT OF THE\ TEXT. 


The fact here stated is, that there was 
an increase of the church at Jerusalem. 
On this I remark: 1. These additions 


organizations in the earth to which these 
remarks cannot at all apply; but I speak 
of the real church of Christ, and of a 
genuine spiritual offspring. 

2. But these additions to the church 
are the condition of its life, as well. 
Christianity is a hostile -organization, 
which, ike Hannibal’s army in the heart 
of Italy, must live by conquest, or perish. 
Let there be no conversions to Christ in 
this country for fifty years, and Christi- 
anity becomes virtually extinet here. 
Retrogressions, backslidings, apostacies, 
and deaths, constitute .a perpetual drain 
upon her life, and her only compensation 
is in conversions. 

3. But this was an increase in the 
church at Jerusalem, where not three 
months before the Ilead of the sect had 
been publicly executed as a malefactor ; 
in Jerusalem, where the men in place 
were all in deadly hostility to the new 
religion, and where, consequently, to pro- 
fess it was to expose one’s self to the 
probable loss of property and even of 
life, and to the certain loss of all social 
position, often quite as dear as_ life. 
Now-a-days it is a. respectable thing to 
profess religion and belong tothe church; 
but it is not, of itself, an adequate proof 
of a man’s real devotion to Christ, be- 
cause the bare profession of religion in- 
volves no sacrifice. Not so in Jerusalem 
at the period of our text. Then a man 
must take his life in his hand to be a 
Christian, and often literally suffer the 
loss of all things that he might serve 
Christ. We should look upon such an 
increase of the church as is here set 
forth, even now, with some astonishment, 


to the church are the sign of her life, little as it costs a man to become a pro- 
her fidelity. She is never long without, fessed disciple of Jesus. How marvel- 
children when she is true to her Lord, ous, then, is the statement, that, in the 
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presence of such difficulties and dangers, 


persons were continually flocking to the 


standard of the Crucified. 

4. Again, I notice this was a steady 
increase. “ The Lord added daily to the 
church.” This was the more remarkable 
as there had lately been many conversions 
in a single day in the same church. We 
commonly look for some reaction, some 
decline at the close of a revival; but 
here it was quite the opposite, and there 
was a continual coming to Christ instead. 

5. It was also a rapid increase. The 
people did not like to wait till the first of 
the month, or even till the first of the 
week, before uniting with the church, 
but daily thronged the courts of Zion, 
and hasted to take upon themselves 
the name of Jesus. The decision and 
promptitude of these young Christians is 
certainly note-worthy, especially when 
we remember with what strictness and 
point the apostles were wont, in imitation 
of their Lord, to state to all inquirers 
after the way, the conditions of salva- 
tion, — the severe morality of the gospel. 
We know they did not thus make haste 
to join the church from any flattering 
representations made to them by either 
the ministers or members. 

6. Again, the text states that this in- 
crease was of the Lord; implying clearly 
that no unsanctified measures had been 


employed in gathering the people into the 


church ; that, indeed, it had not been the 
study of the ministers to pet them into 
the church, but to get them saved. A 
church, thus built up by God, is built up 
well. | 

7. Finally, the new converts: were 
“such as should be saved,’—such as 
were saved, as the clause might well be 
rendered. At the least, the assertion 
implies that they had listened to the 
apostles’ doctrines and teachings; that 
they had laid them to heart, and con- 
sidered them with prayerful sincerity ; 
that they had renounced the world and 
submitted fully to the terms of grace; 


that they had, with all their hearts, be- 
lieved in Jesus, and, consequently, that 
they had been soundly converted, — lay- 
ing the foundation for the strongest prob- 
ability that they would not in the time of 
trial go back into the world. 

So much for the statement of the text. 
Let us now inquire after — 


Il THE CAUSES WHICH “PRODUCED 
THIS REMARKABLE PROSPERITY. 


1. The command and promise of Christ. 

Jesus had said, “Go ye into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every 
creature.” But he had further said, 
“'Tarry ye in Jerusalem till ye be endued 
with power from on high.” ‘“ Wait for the 
promise of the Father.” “Ye shall be 
baptized withthe Holy Ghost, not many 
days hence.” “I will give you a mouth 
and wisdom which all your adversaries 
shall not be able to gainsay nor resist.” 


“Ye shall receive power, after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you.” “ When 


he the Spirit of truth is come, he will 
guide you into all truth” ——‘“ for he 
shall receive of mine and shall show it 
unto you.” It is worthy of special note, 
certainly, that after a number of minis 
ters had consorted with the Saviour for 


three years,—enjoying his confidence, 


marking his life, hearing his teachings, 
and witnessing his miracles, — they were 
adjudged not yet ready for their great 
life-work of preaching the gospel. And 
if these men were not prepared to labor 
successfully without the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost and of fire, who of us at the 
present day can possibly be ready with- 
outa like baptism? With the men to 
whom we speak Christ is a historic char- 
acter, whereas the apostles. addressed 
their audiences concerning a man of their 
own time, and dealt mainly in events 
with which, as matters of fact, they were 
familiar, or which, being false, they could 
easily have proved to be so. No training 
or education, at the present day, can 


give a man advantages superior to the 
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men who personally knew the Saviour,|who was an eye-witness of his glory. 
and were eye-witnesses of the great! Did Peter then, and the rest, need the 
events of his life. Suppose a man capa- baptism of the Holy Spirit to qualify 


ble of demonstrating, by the most incon- 
trovertible logic, the necessary truthful- 
ness of the great facts of Bible-story, still 
he is not, at best, in advance of the men 
who personally knew the Messiah, — 


whose advent and whose life were at. 


once the key, the consummation, and the 
glory of the whole. 
age may reason well, being mighty in the 
Scriptures. Peter could say, “I knew 


him well. I saw my mothet-in-law spring 
up from her long fever, instantly, at his 


word, and move about the house with 
strength and agility to make ready the 
next meal. 
feed as many thousands of men. I saw 
him walk the liquid pavement of the sea, 
and I saw the waters of the storm-vexed 
Galilee hushed into quiet at his word. I 
saw the fig-tree withered at his curse, 


and I saw Lazarus restored to his. sisters’ 


by his blessing. Devils ran howling at 
his word, and aylicht streamed again on 
sightless eyeballs at his touch. I saw 
him on the cross. I shuddered at the 
sudden darkness, the shock of earthquake, 


‘the exploding rocks and opened sepul- 


chres, and in the gloom I heard his mur- 


derers say, ‘Truly this was the Son of. 


God.’ I know he rose from the dead. 
John and I were there shortly after he 
left the tomb. I saw him many times 
after his resurrection, and did eat and 
drink with him. I saw the scars of his 
crucifixion, and I was there when Thomas 
thrust his finger into the nail-prints in 
his feet and hands. I heard his parting 
words, and witnessed his ascension. And, 
therefore, when I speak of Christ, I speak 


‘the things I know and yeas de the things I 


halve seen.” 

Now, which speaker has the advan- 
tage — Apollos or Peter? Apollos in 
1861, or Peter during the first fortnight 
after the ascension? Obviously the ad- 
vantages are all on the side of the man 


An Apollos of this 


I saw him with five loaves 


them for their work ? and are ministers, 
or any other gospel laborers of the present 
day, competent to their work without it ? 
Men of Israel, judge ye. 

The docidity of the church. 

The apostles had faith in the word of 
their Lord, and returned to Jerusalem 
even with great joy, after the ascension, 
to fulfil his injunction. They appear to 
have spent the next seven to ten days in 
almost continual prayer among them- 
selves—a_ sort of protracted prayer- 
meeting: and we are obliged to believe 
that the burden of their prayer, all this 
time, was for the descent of the Holy 
Spirit; for power from on high to be 
given by the baptism of fire. Day after 
‘day wore on, and. still the obedient 
church waited in patient, earnest prayer. 
‘It seems they did not murmur at the 
delay, nor faint in seeking the expected 
baptism, nor begin to accuse each other 
with want of fidelity in the past or ar- 
dor and faith in the present, but prayed 
on with increased harmony and love and 
desire till the answer came. 

3. The model prayer-mecting. 

And, when the day of Pentecost was 
fully come, they were all of one accord 
in one place. A remarkable mecting, 
certainly, and a very promising onc,— 
“they were al] in one place.” There 
were eleven apostles, and, as nearly as I 
know, one hundred and twenty mem)ers 
of the church, in Jerusalem at that time ; 
and the statement is, that they were all 
prescnt. One hundred and twenty m the 
‘ches and one hundred and twenty at 

meeting, — at meeting, not to hear the 
eelebrated Paul, or the eloquent Apollos, 
but to pray, — the whole church out to a 
prayer-meeting !— a morning prayer- 
meeting, which must have begun, I 
should say, about seven o’clock. And 
then they were all of one accord. Con- 
tinual prayer had brought their hearts 
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into harmony, like the several chords of 
a well-tuned instrument, so that there 
was a unison of desire, a community of 
heart and sentiment; each with an en- 
lightened, unselfish zeal, praying for him- 
self and his brother, that every one might 
receive the excellent grace which all 
sought for each and each sought for all. 
O how hallowing, and subduing, and ce- 
menting, are these continued struggles of 


a herck for deeper baptisms. 


4. The baptism. 
And suddenly there came a sound from 
heaven as of a rushing, mighty wind, and 


 3t filled all the house where they were 


sitting. And there appeared unto them 
cloven tongues, like as of fire, and it 
sat upon each of them. And they were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began 
to speak with other tongues as the 
Spirit gave them utterance. Now, when 
this was noised abroad, the multitude 
came together, and were confounded be- 
eause every man spoke in his own lan- 
guage. * * * But Peter, standing 
up with the eleven, lifted up his voice 
and said unto them, “ Ye men of Judea, 
and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be 
this known unto you, and hearken to my 
words.” He continued at some length, 
defending the work; ascribing it to the 
power of God al Jesus Christ ; 
charging home the death of Jesus on the 
Jewish rulers and people ; and concluding 
with an exhortation to repent and flee 
from the corruptions of their generation. 
The result of the meeting was the con- 
version of three thousand souls. 

5. The worshippers. 

Several things, witnessed on that day, 
were miraculous, as was meet at the 
opening of the dispensation of the" Spirit : 
the cloven tongues of fire; the noise as of 
wind; the gift of tongues. 


casion its significance, and stamped it as 
an era in the church, are seen in the 
wonderful changes of religious character 


These may’ 
not be expected to recur; but the great 
facts of Pentecost, that gave to the oc-| 


wrought in the worshippers. Peter, the 
impulsive, irascible, self-sufficient ‘man, 
who had boasted of his fidelity and then 
quailed at the speech of a maid,— how 
changed he was that day. What a ser- 
mon did he deliver under circumstances 
of great difficulty and delicacy, and how 
successfully did he combat the violent 
prejudices of his audience, and bring 
them first to believe in the Messiahship 
of Jesus, then to cry out, in distress of 
soul, ‘‘ What shall we do ?” and finally to 


‘receive gladly the proffers of salvation 


which he made to them in the name of 
Jesus. 

From that day on, every glimpse that 
we get of Peter indicates the marvelous 
revolution wrought in his soul at Pente- 
cost. He was meek. He was steady 
and unwavering in his devotion. He ex- 
hibited a divine skill in conducting the 
holy warfare, both in attack and defence. 
He was patient under persecution. He 
was saved from the fear of poverty, or 
disgrace, or death. And finally, we are 
told, he went cheerfully to the stake for 
his Lord, — or rather to the cross, — ask- 
ing only this boon, that he might be cru- 
cified with his head downward, as he was 
not worthy to be crucified in the same 
manner as his Saviour had been. 

As with Peter, so with the rest. Their 
contentions for place and preéminence 
were forever gone, their eyes were opened 
on the real nature of the gospel system, 
and thenceforth, dead to the world, dead 
to praise or blame, ever ready to learn of 
each other, ever seeking after truth, 
abounding in toils, and trials, and sacrifi- 
ces, and hardships, seeking only the salva- 


}tion of men and the furtherance of the 


gospel, they pressed on, without faltering 
or wavering, till the greater part of them 
met the death of martyrdom. JB 

6. The Church and her children. 

“ And they continued steadfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in 
breakmg of bread, and in prayers.” So 
it seems the new converts caught the spirit 
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of the church which they entered, and | was performed by these happy Christians 
that, in common with their spiritual! as an act of devotion to God, since they 
parents, they abode in the apostles’ doc-| sought only strength from their food to 
trine, meekly receiving the word of in-! glorify him in their bodies and spirits. 
struction at their lips, eagerly drinking in| “ Praising God and having favor with 
the truth, and abiding” in it. Distinct all the people.” So it is. When a man’s 
mention is made, toc, of the prayerfulness | ways please the Lord he maketh his ene- 
of these young Christians, one of the most mies to be at peace with him. Grace 
hopeful traits a pastor ever discovers in | gives to the character a beautiful sym- 
persons newly brought to Christ. |metry, which even very sinful persons are 
“ And all that believed were together, | often constrained to admire, though they 
and had all things common, and sold their' are too much in love with sin, and too 
possessions and goods, and parted them to’ much the slaves of sin, to seek for them- 
_all men, as every man had need.” Now selves what they admire in others. 
the gospel does not command the commu-| Now group these facts in your mind, 
nity of goods. It is nowhere enjoined, and tell me if they do not adequately 
nor are there any incidental allusions to! account for the marvel that even in Jeru- 
it, as a practice approved, or even exist- bog so soon after the crucifixion, in the 
ing in the primitive church. The advices | face of martyrdom, men were daily floc k- 
found in several of the epistles to the ‘ing to the standard of the cross. 
members of churches planted and reared 
by the apostles, are based obviously on oe 
the fact that every man’s property was in| - Why do we not see the same measure 
his own right. But the exigency of the ‘i prosperity attend the church at the 
times seemed to make it necessary just | present day ? 
then, and the readiness of the church to. To this question I think there can be 
respond to the call of providence at the but one answer. The power of the church 
instant sacrifice of their earthly all, shows | hes 1 in her holiness. If she have holiness 
how comprehensive and complete was ‘she has power. — It she have not holiness 
their consecration to God. What perfect ‘she has not power, whatever c!se she may 
desperadoes in the holy war does the bap- | have. 
tism of the Holy Ghost make of men. A celebrated German divine, who has 
“They ate their. meat with gladness collected the Reports of all the Missionary 
and singleness of heart.” Not a bit of and Bible Societies of Christendom for 
gloom about those Christians. ‘True, their | the last fifty years, said to an American 
names were likely to be cast out as evil, | clergyman, not long ago—“ The Christ- 
and their lives were constantly exposed | ian church has accomplished more during 
_to the rage of their enemies, still. they | fifty years last past than she did during 


were in gladness. ‘They had the Com- the first fifty years of her existence.” If 


forter! and whoso has received him, has | that be so, it is certainly cause of devout 


not only purity and power, but joy in the thanksgiving; and I will not, question the 
Holy.Ghost. His presence kindles heaven substantial correctness of the statement, 
in the heart, and spreads a quiet bliss’ though I apprehend it) requires some 
through the inner man that often makes a : guarding. If the assertion be under- 
holy Gaile a sort of fixture on a good stood to refer tothe amount of money ex- 
man’s face. Their singleness of aim in pended, the number of benevolent socie- 


all they did extended even to the act of’ ties formed, the translations of the Bible - 


taking their food; so that what in most effected, the copies of it distributed, the 
persons is a most selfish and sensual act, | number of churches built, the amount of 
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religious literature sent forth, or to any 
other fact relating to the appliances and 
machinery of her operations, it is doubt- 
less true, and even far within the truth. 
But if the assertion be taken to mean that 
the church has confronted sin with more 
boldness, that she has shaken the earth 
with a more powerful arm, that she has 
wrought greater changes in the moral 
condition of mankind, or that she has done 


_ more to impress the world with the divin- 


ity and power of the gospel than was done 
during the first fifty years of the Christian 
era, it will scarcely be credited, I mis- 
trust. | 

But say that the assertion is true, and 
it appears to be all that any one claims; 
that is, no one presumes to say that the 
church of the present day has very far 
transcended in her achievements the 
primitive church. 

But the church of the present day con- 
tains ten millions of Christians, with nearly 
one hundred thousand ministers. At the 
small estimate of one hundred and _ fifty 
dollars per member, she is worth fifteen 
hundred millions of dollars. She has the 
legislation of the whole civilized world in 
her power, while barbarous and pagan 
nations, fur the most part, tolerate and 
favor Christian missions. She has col- 
eges and academies and presses. Steam 
locomotion and. power presses, and uni- 
versal postal arrangements, endow the 
modern church with incalculable advan- 
tages over the ancient. She has a learned 
and able ministry, with adequate support. 
She can make a Bible for twenty-five 
cents. She can send the “ Epistle to the 
Ephesians,” not from Rome, merely, but 


from any part of the world, for fifty cents. 


The primitive church began her work 
with eleven ministers, and, apparently, 
less than one thousand members, all, so 
far as we know, from the poorer classes. 
Her ministers were “ignorant and un- 
’ All governments of the 
earth either ignored or were hostile to 
Christianity. A Bible cost one hundred 


and eighty dollars, while a day laborer 
could earn but fifteen cents per day. 
Travelling was mainly on foot, and car- 
riage roads nearly unknown, to say noth- 
ing of railroads. To get Peter from 
Joppa to Cesarea, (about forty miles,) to 
preach at the house of Cornelius, required 
the labor of three men four days, and a 
walk of eighty miles, up and back, on the 
part of Peter himself; but the Spirit of 
God fell on the people under the first 
sermon, and it seems nearly the whole 
congregation was converted. Paul could 
only send his epistles by sending an ex- 
press messenger to carry them. 

Now when we place the primitive 
church by the side of the modern, and 
look at the disparity between them in 
numbers and facilities for operation, does 
it not seem pitiable that we should think 
of congratulating ourselves on our rela- 
tive success ? 

Nothing in history is more obvious and 
striking than the difference in the mea- 
sures of success attained by the primitive 
and by the modern church. 

Some attempt to account for it by say- 
ing that men now-a-days are gospel har- 
dened. But why suppose that sinners of 
the present day are more thoroughly gos- 
pel hardened than were the sinners who 
had been favored with the ministry of 
John Baptist, and for several years just 
past with that of Christ? Besides, the 
apostles labored among heathen, as also 
do Christian missionaries of the present 
time, and there appears the same sad 
discrepancy there that we find in the 
home work, so that it cannot be accounted 
for in that way. 

Others say the gift of miracles, with 
which the early church was endowed, 
constituted the ground of the difference, 
and serves to set the modern church in so 
meagre a light in the comparison. 

To this there is a brief reply. Either 
miracles are not necessary to the success 
of the gospel, or the church has forfeited 
the gift by her unfaithfulness. Take the 
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horn of the dilemma that suits you best. 
For my own part, I incline to the opin- 
ion that miracles are not necessary to the | God, as he has seen the exigency of the 
success of the gospel, though they were | times, from age to age, to call for their 
necessary in the beginning to establish | exercise. 

and endorse it, as a system from God. | Alas! all these excuses are vain, and 
The apostles themselves had eminent suc- : we are driven upon the dilemma that 
cess in many cases where they wrought | either Christianity is, to a large degree, an 
no miracles, or, at most, where none are | effete and worn-out system, or else the 
recorded to have been wrought. Thus universal church of Christ on earth has 
the very flourishing church at Antioch neatly lost her original power. It is use- 
appears to have been established without | less to equivocate, — it must be so. 
miracles, and Paul’s labors at Thessalonica, _ My conviction is, that through unbelief, 
and Peter’s at Cesarea, are further in- conformity to the world and formalism, 
stances of the same kind. Again, miracles the church has gradually lost sight of the 
appear to have gradually diminished, and | real source of her power in the presence 
nearly ceased, during the later days Pi nice agency of the 
the apostles themselves, and long before 


any man as the result of his own seeking, 
but have been conferred arbitrarily by 


Holy (rhost, and come 
to rely, for her success, on the splendor 
the church can be asserted to have retro-|of her appointments and paraphernalia, 
graded from primitive picty. Miracu- | and the general moral force of her didac- 
lous power does not come to men upon | tic teachings and her ritual. 


I am sure I 
their attainment of a given measure of 


assert a fact, of almost universal preva- 
grace. Davil does not appear to have | lence, when I say that the experimental 
wrought any miracle after he came to the | faith of the great body of believers does 
throne, though God himself endorsed his | not apprehend the Holy Spirit asa dis- 
uniform and eminent piety after his re-j tinct person of the ever blessed Trinity, 
covery from his sad and memorable fall, but looks upon him as an inj/uence rather 
in the matter of Uriah; while Samson, than an existence, and his almighty min- 


whose life was far from faultless, wr ought | istrations in connection with our church. 


many. Judas was doubtless invested with | services are not sought with that deep 
miraculous power, in common with the reverence, that fecling of entire depen- 
other disciples, (sce Matt. x. 1,) though | dence, which a proper realization of his 
I find no reason to think that Timothy, a, character would inspire. Ilence the Holy 
much better man, ever wrought a miracle. Spirit is grieved with us, and has been 
The apostles themselves were enducd_ well-nigh gricved away from the church 
with miraculous power quite as fully be- in the whole earth, and a pompous for- 
fore the wonderful baptism of Pentecost malis sm has come in, by means of which 
as afterwards. Besides, if miracles come of | the church would fain make an impression 
eminent attainments in piety, it a eel pe the unbelieving world. 
quite unaccountable that such men as Q, will the blessed days of purity and 
Fletcher, Payson, Bramwell, and Judson | simplicity and power never come again ? 
should not have wrought miracles. Is the Holy Ghost never again to fall on 

I suspect somevof you are further say-|the congregation, when some Peter 
ing, “ But there may be a suflicient rea- preaches? Have we fallen back forever 
son for the non-possession of miracles by bidlly the mere didactic teachings of the 
these men, in the fact that they did not gospel? I cannot believe it. My throb- 
seek: it? The answer is obvious, and I} bing heart refuses to believe it. I will 
wonder it did not occur to yourselves. | believe a brighter day awaits the chureb. 
Miracles have never been possessed by | Nay, the brighter day is dawning. Iltevi- 
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vals of unequalled magnitude since the 
apostles’ days are visiting various coun- 
tries, and the church has done more during 
the last sixty years than she did in fifteen 
centuries before. Here and there a soli- 
tary Christian laborer seems to have caught 
the apostolic fire. Their number will in- 
crease, — is increasing, —and I have faith 
that God shall soon arise to shake terribly 


“the earth. 


REGENERATION AND ENTIRE 
SANCTIFICATION NOT IDEN- 
TICAL. 


Rey. W. McDonald, in his “ New Testa- 
ment Standard of Piety,’— a work which 
should be read by every doubter and 
lover of holiness, — replies to the follow- 


ing, among other objections, urged against 


the doctrine : — 


It is objected that the Bible recognizes no 
such distinction in Christian experience. 


We claim that the Bible recognizes just 
such a distinction in Christian experience, 
and that its correctness has been-tested by 
actual experiment. 

The Bible is a common-sense book. In 
prescribing rules for all, it adapts itself to 
the very great variety in human nature, 
through which its precepts and promises 
work out their glorious results. 

It is seldom that any two persons reach 
the same point in Christian experience by 
the same process, in all its minutia. One 
meets a variety of difficulties to which the 
other is a comparative stranger. One re- 
ceives a measure of the Spirit which quite 
staggers the faith of another. One enters 
into the most holy place, rapturously ex- 
claiming — 

*O, for a thousand tongues to sing 
My great Redeemer’s praise! . 


Another reaches the same point, but 


_ with feelings best expressed by 


‘A speechless awe that dares not move, 
And all the silent heaven of love! ” 


This variety in Christian experience 


results in part from education ; but prin- 
cipally from the great variety in natural 
temperament. Religion does not destroy 
our natural temperaments, but gives a re- 
ligious tendency to them, and works out 
some of its richest gems through these 
peculiarities. 

Mr. A. is sober and sedate,— always 
was, and always will be. Mr. B. is lively 
and jovial,— the same after conversion as 
before, only in another direction. Mr. C. 
is confiding and trustful,— can believe any 
thing. Mr. D. is distrustful and unbe- 
lieving,— can scarcely believe any thing. 
Mr. E. is highly excitable,— explodes like 
a rocket. Mr. F.is seldom moved at any 
thing. Mr. G. is full of hope. Mr. H. is 
full of despondency. Is there any wonder 
that from this exhibition, which all will 
recognize as truthful, there should be a 
great variety in Christian experience ? 
It would be very strange if such was not 
the case. 

Now, that a book should be perfectly 
adapted to all this variety in education 
and temperament, which is so clearly de- 
veloped in Christian experience, and not 
conflict with any who are honestly seeking 
the right way, it must, in-the nature of 
things, be somewhat general on those sub- 
jects which enter so largely into the ex- 
perience of all. It must, it seems to me, 
present the fact without attempting to give 
the philosophy of that fact. It fixes the 
outlines, but leaves the filling up to indi- 
vidual experience. It maps out the be- 
ginning and end of the voyage, with all the 
prominent dangers of the passage; but it 
does not attempt to describe every head- 
wind and counter current to be met with. 
It tells us what winds will waft us to our 
destined port, but it does not pretend to 
describe the force of the gale by which we 
are wafted into port; whether, with every 
sail filled, straining every spar, or gently 
borne along by the force of the tide which 
sets strongly in that direction. It points 
out the landmarks by which we keep our 


course and enter the harbor safely. 
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If we understand the teachings of the! unto perfection.” Here the two states are 
Bible on this subject, these are its charac-| clearly marked. 
teristics. It gives the fact, but does not} The Bible represents “ babes in Christ” 
pretend to give the philosophy of that fact.| as carnal, i. e. not altogether spiritual. 
It tells us that we can be forgiven, and) From this earnality, which is termed 
then cleansed from all unrighteousness ;| “ filthiness of flesh and spirit,” they are 
that we may be babes in Christ, and shee exhorted to “cleanse themselves,” and | 
wards men; that we may love God, and. thus « perfect holiness.” Here, again, the 
then have our love made perfect; that the | two states are clearly matked. 
initial state of Christian experience is one. 


Christ declares that his disciples were 
thing, and going on unto perfection is quite given him out of the world, and sent forth 
another; that we may enjoy the fellowship as “ lambs among wolves;” yet they were 
of the Son, and still retain a nature which | in need of sanctijication, for which Christ 


needs cleansing from all filthiness. 


Here are the facts. They are simple. 
and fairly stated. This kind of teaching | 
can be understood by all. It leaves a suk} 
ficient margin for the variety in individual 
experience to have its full scope. If the 


Bible had been designed for philosophical, 


hair-splitting, theological lawyers, this fea- 
ture would not have been so prominent ; 
but as it was made for the common people, 
its “present mode of teaching exhibits the 
wisdom of its Author. 


The Bible clearly recognizes the, dis- 
tinction between regeneration and entire 
sanctification ; but it does not state all the 


nice points of distinction, all the hair-| 
splitting differences that exist, for the best | 
of all reasons,—they are very much af-. 
fected by our personal experience, with 
which a more perfect knowledge of them 
is left; proving true that word, “If any 
man will do his will, he shall know of the 


doctrine,” &e. 


The Bible assures us that, “ If we con- 
fess our sins,” Christ “is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins.” But the work 
does not stop here; we can then be | 
cleansed from all unrighteousness.” /or- 
giveness of sin is one thing, and cleansing 
is another. Here the two blessings are 
clearly marked. 


“The principles of the doctrine of 


Christ” embrace repentance and faith, 
which none can have without conversion ; 


but we are to leave these and “go on 


: prayed, and the prayer was answered on 


the day of Pentecost, when they were “all 
filled with the Holy Ghost.” Here the 
two states are clearly marked. 

The Bible does make a distinction; and 
that distinction,as we have shown, is in 
perfect harmony with the experience 
of the church. We are not bound to ex- 
plain every difficulty to the entire satis- 
faction of the caviller. Let him come and 
test the doctrine experimentally, then shall 
he know the doctrine to be of God. 

“ The sum of all is this,” says Mr. Wes- 
ley; “there are in every person, even 
after he is justified, two contrary princi- 
ples, nature and e¢race, termed by St. Paul 
the fleshand spirit. Hence, although even 
babes in Christ are sanctified, yet it 13 
only in part. In a degree, according to 
the measure of their faith, they are spirit- 
ual; yetina degree they are carnal. And 
to this agrees the constant experience of 
the children of God. » While théy feel this 
witness in themselves, they feel a will not 
wholly resigned to the will of God. They 
know they are in him, and yet find a 
heart ready to depart from him ; a prone- 
ness to evil in many instances, and a back- 
wardness to that which is good. The con- 
trary doctrine is wholly new; never heard 
of in the church of Christ, from the time 
of his coming into the world till the time 
of Count Zinzendorf;— and it is attend- 
ed with the most fatal consequences.” — 
Works, vol. 1. p. 115. 


“That a distinction exists,” says Mr. 


errs. 


- 
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Watson, “ between a regenerate state and 
a state of entire and perfect holiness, will 
be generally allowed. Regeneration, we 
have seen, is concomitant with justifica- 
tion; but the apostles, in addressing the 
body of believers in the churches to whom 
they wrote their epistles, set before them, 
both in the prayers they offer in their be- 
half, and in the exhortations they admin- 
ister, a still higher degree of deliverance 
from sin, as well as a higher growth in 
Christian virtues.” — Jnstitutes, part il. 
chap. 29. 

“The distinction,” says Dr. Upham, 
“is evidently made in the Scriptures. ‘The 
passages of Scripture where it is clearly 
recognized are so numerous, and so familiar 
to attentive readers of the Bible, that it 
seems to be hardly necessary to quote them 
at any length. ‘And the very God of 
peace,’ says the apostle, (1 Thess. v. 23,) 
‘sanctify you whoily; and I pray God 
your whole spirit, and soul, and body be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. And again, 2 
Cor. vii. 1: ‘ Having, therefore, these prom- 
ises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse our- 
selves from all filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God.’ It is very evident from the general 
tenor of the apostle’s communications to 
them, that these exhortations were ad- 
dressed to those whom he regarded, and 
had reason to regard, as justified persons. 
He felt, nevertheless, although they were 
justified, — although their past sins were 
blotted out,—that there was much re- 
maining to be done in the matter of their 
present and prospective sanctification. 
Hence his exhortation to preserve their 
bodies blameless, to cleanse themselves, 
and to perfect holiness in the fear of God, 
which would have been unnecessary if he 
had considered the work of sanctification 

absolutely and necessarily involved in 

at of justification.” — Interior Life, p. 


“ The above exposition of entire sanc- 
tification,” says Rev. L. Lee, “ appears to 


accord with Christian experience. It ac- 
cords with the experience of those who 
have not reached the state. Ifthe whole 
number of Christians were consulted, at 
or near the time of their conversion, few, 
if any, would be found to believe them- 
selves to have been wholly sanctified at 
the time of their conversion, or to have 
been freed from depravity ; yet they feel 
confident that their sins have been for- 
given, and that they love God. What- 
ever may be their creed, whatever may 
be their philosophy of regeneration and 
sanctification, if they are real Christians, 
experience has but one language ; they 
feel, they are conscious, that they love 
God and enjoy his favor, yet that they 
have not attained all that is implied in en- 
tire sanctification as taught in the Scrip- 
tures, and as it has been explained above. 

“If the experience of those who have 
obtained this great blessing of entire sanc- 
tification were consulted, it would doubt- 
less be found to accord with the explana- 
tion above given.” — Theology, p. 215. 

The objection that the Bible does not 
recognize the distinction for which we 
contend, is proved to be unfounded. We 
submit the argument to the prayerful con- 
sideration of the candid reader, and ask 
him to consider it in the light of his own 
experience. 


THE ANGEL MAN. 


Wuen Mr. Fietcher was about to 
leave Nion, a good old minister, who was 
more than seventy years of age, and who 
had heard him gladly, earnestly entreated 
him to prolong his visit, though it should 
be but fora single week. But when he 
found that his desire could not be com- 
plied with, the old man wept like a child; 
and turning to Mr. Fletcher's fellow-trav- 
eller, he affectionately exclaimed, “ O sir, 
how unfortunate for this country ; during 
my day it has produced but one angel of 


aman, and it is our lot to be deprived of 
him.” 
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MISTAKES ON CHRISTIAN PER. 
FECTION. 


BY J. M. 


I. ONE error on this subject is, that we 
may grow up into it. That is, by conquer- 
ing one sin after another, and by culti- 
vating the fruits of the Spirit, we may, 
finally, arrive at the state of being “a 
perfect magn, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ.’ This is 
not being “ sanctified by faith,” as Paul’s 
doctrine was. Acts xxvi.18. It is not 
having ‘ the heart purified by faith,” but 
is rather sanctification by works. 

It is true we should strive to conquer 
every sin, “especially that which most 
easily besets us;” and we should also 
cultivate every grace, those in which we 
are most deficient, in particular ; but we 
should do this, not as the’ unbelieving 
moralists do, by watchfulness and care 
merely, but by bringing them all to 
Christ, and receiving grace by fuiih, to 
be “perfect and entire, wanting noth- 
ing.” 

If. There is an idea, which we have 
often met, in certain classes in society, 
that if a man enjoys this blessing he will 
be eloquent. If a minister or member 
lives with the love “that casts out fear,” 
he is expected to speak far better than 
other men. That he will speak better 
than he would if he did not “love God 
with all his heart,” is true. Still, like 
Moses, he may be deficient in utterance, 
or, like Paul, who professed to enjoy thijs 
blessing, (Phil. iii. 15,) his af may be 
“ contemptible.” 

III. Some, in seeking “ perfect love,” 
are expecting that it will give them pathos, 
that they will be like some they have 
known, persons of deep feeling. There 
are some who always show strong emo- 
‘tions, — others, who may have more of 
the “ mind that was in the Saviour,” and 
more of all of the fruits of the Spirit, 
whose feelings are always calm. The 


one is like the ocean, lashed into fury by | 


the tempest’s wrath, and the other like 
that same ocean, when no rude wind ruf- 
fles its bosom. 

Strong animal are constitu- 
tional with some, — they cannot be other- 
wise if they would; while others, cast in 
a different mould, could not, if they would, 
show their interest in this way. Each has 
his peculiar characteristics given him by 
his Maker, and grace, though it sanctifies 


each, will no more make them alike than | 


it will make their countenances alike. 
Each has his peculiar gift of God ; let him 
be satisfied with having it “ entirely sanc- 
tified.” | 

IV. Another wrong idea, imbibed by 
many, is, that one of the most prominent 
evidences of a state of entire sanctifica- 
tion is great joy. That it most generally 
accompanies this state;is true; that it 
necessarily does, is an error; and that, of 
itself, it is a principal evidence of its at- 
tainment, is far fromthe truth. As Mr. 
Fletcher says, “ (tis holiness;not happi- 
ness, we want.” Faith, living by faith, 
walking by faith, and that every moment, 
is the great proof of this state. Often it 
is great peace, rather than joy, that marks 
its attainment. That there is great hap- 


piness to be enjoyed in this blessing, 1s a— 


truth we would have shining on our minds, 
with all the clearness of an unclouded 
meridian sun; but that it is holiness, — 
purely the image of Christ,— that we 
should more especially seek, is an idea 
that we would have blazing in upon the 
mind with a strength and clearness that 
should eclipse the other. 

V. But a still creater mistake 1s, to 
suppose that it is “attained, in some <de- 
sree, by agonizing, wrestling, protracted 
prayer. 
faith alone. That we may sometimes 
have to protract our prayer, like Jacob, 
cr the Saviour, all night, — that we 
should never cease praying,—1s true. 
But the promise of Scripture is, not to 
long, or earnest, or wrestling prayer, but 
“all things that ye ask in prayer, believ- 


It is received and retained by — 
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ing, ye shall receive.” And whenever 
length, or zeal, or any thing else is substi- 
tuted for the simple exercise of faith in 
the atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
we have “ erred from the faith.” 

It is in this blessing, as in justification, 
that one can have but very indistinct 
ideas of it by words; experience only can 
make us thoroughly understand it. As 
the justified person generally finds the 
blessing different in its nature from his 
anticipations, though as great as he ex- 
pected, so the soul who is sanctified 
wholly, while, he finds as great a blessing 
as he had looked for, yet in many respects 


it is not what he anticipated. God came | 
in his own way, he gave the blessing, it 


may be, “in a still voice,” while he was 
gazing at the “ whirlwind.” Thus, while 
God takes to himself the honor, he hum- 
bles the receiver, “lest he should be ex- 
alted above measure by the abundance 
of the revelations given unto him.” 

Let this subject be but divested of the 
errors that now becloud the minds of 
Christians, as to its nature, and there 
would not be a humble follower of Christ 
who would not embrace it as the very 
essence of the gospel. 

Go on, then, with your Guide, till the 


whole Christian church is led from the} 


dark mazes of error to the light of Chris- 
Perfection. 


THE HOPE THAT PURIFIES. 


THE nature of this hope may be de- 
scribed as a delightful expectation of see- 
ing Christ as he is. Whoso fixes his mind 
upon the holy glory of the great Redeemer, 
as an object of supreme attraction, will 
hope to resemble as well as behold him. 
The natural influence of this hope will be 
to purify. The man who cherishes it will 


strive to be clothed upon, with that glori- 


ous moral likeness. He will always be 
aspiring. Not satisfied with any degree 
of present attainment, his language nat- 
urally is, “I shall be satisfied when I 


awake with thy likeness.” Dear reader, 
do you possess such a hope as this? If 
not, seek it until it is found of you. 


THE PROMISED LAND. 


BY M. 


Tue writer of the following lines, when earn- 
estly seeking the blessing of entire sanctification, 
opened the sacred volume, praying that she might 
there meet with some encouragement in her pur- 
suit of the precious ‘‘ pearl” of perfect love. The 
words that first met her eyes were, ‘‘ Behold, the 
Lord thy God hath set the land before thee; go 
up and possess it, as the Lord God of thy fathers 
hath said unto thee. Fear not, neither be dis- 
couraged.’’— Deut, i. 21. 


Behold, the land, the “‘ goodly land,” 
Is set before thine eyes, 

And Israel’s God commandeth thee 
To go and take the prize! 


Goup! though foes beset thy way; 
Though hosts thy course oppose ; — 
Go, for the Mighty One hath said 
I will subdue thy foes! 


Go up! nor be dismayed, though hell, 
With all her wondrous might, 
Combine with earth to vanquish thee; 

Press onward to the fight ! 


Goup! the victory is thine! 
Go, for the conquest’s sure! 
The Omnipotent is thy defence,— 
Fear not,’ thou art secure. 


Go! Anak’s formidable sons 
Shall fall beneath thy hand! 
They all must yield to power divine; 
Go and possess the land! 


O, Canaan is a blessed land ! 
Its fruits are rich and rare; 

And flowers of sweet, celestial bloom 
Perfume the balmy air! | 


There Heaven’s effulgent glory beams 
O’er all the verdant plains; 

And Jesus — mighty conqueror ! — 
Without a rival reigns! 


No sin pollutes the spotless souls 
That dwell in that blest land; 

And,Satan there assails in vain * 
The bright, victorious: band. 


Go up! and join the victors, go! 
O, linger here no more, 

In sin’s ‘* dark howling wilderness,’ — 
Goup to Canaan’s shore! 


* Does Satan there assail at all? There “the wicked 
cease from troubling.” 
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WORK AND LIVE. 


dreams, when we appear to ourselves to 


make the most desperate efforts to fly 
Rev. W. F. Evans, in describing his| from some imaginary foe, but find, to our 


voyage to the Happy Islands, has given | sorrow, that we do not in the least move 
us a brief chapter on Christian experience, | from our position. My efforts were like 
which will be recognized as truthful by all, the strugglings of a prisoner to break his 
who have passed that way. He embarked fetters, who is only galled and pained with- 
on board a boat named Resolute, and start-| out gaining his freedom. Such were the 
ed for the desired port. He says:: “ The | inward strugglings of Saul of Tarsus to 
boat seemed to be well built, and able to acquire freedom through the law. (Rom. 
survive the fiercest storm. It appeared Vii. 14-25.) The current was too strong 
every way adapted to the voyage. A flag for my efforts. After toiling all night, the 

\ was run up to the mast-head bearing the attempt to bring the boat to land, with the 

) expressive motto, “ Work and Live.” Oars, was given up. My next measure 
Nothing of much interest occurred for | was to abandon the boat, and swim to the : 
several days. [had been directed to cuide ‘shore. Leaving all behind, clothing, pro- 
my course by the Southern Cross instead , Visions, and money, I committed myself to 
of the Polar Star. My eye wie kept | the deep. While raised to the top of a 
steadily fixed on that beautiful symbol,, mountain-wave, the islands were seen in 
which the hand of God suspended on the | the distance. But the tide was going out, - 

/ midnight heavens. Constantine could not and, what was worse, I was well- nigh ex- 
have bovis more affected at the sight of the. | -hausted, though my will clung to the prin- 
cross in the heavens, before his battle with | | ciple,— work and live. At length my 
his enemies, than was | when struggling all | strength Was gone, and in the depth. of 
alone with the billows of an ih howis sea. | self-despair [ ceased to work, and aban- 
At length, just as the sun was disappear- doned the idea ot strugeling into life. 
ing beneath the western horizon, several | The principle, so dear to my heart, was 
islands were seen quietly sleeping on the surrendered. It seemed as powerless as 
bosom of the deep, their summits gilded | Canute, the Dane, seated on the ocean- 
with the beams of the setting sun. These beach, and commanding the flowing tide 
I recognized as the land I sought, the home | to retire. Death seemed inevitable. I 
of the blest, the Happy Islands, of which | must sink. I ceased to struggle, calmly 
philosophers had dreamed, and which their erying, with Peter, “ Save, Lord, I per- 


restless souls had longed to behold. The | ish;” and with holy Stephen, ‘Lord Je- 
setting sun had given me a glimpse of sus, receive my spirit.” Resigning my 
them, but night settled on the deep, and | soul, and its will, wholly to Christ, and 
they were not gained. The wind no longer quitting my hold of life, and every earthly 
filled the sails, and a deep and powerful | thing, in some way unknown to me, I was 
- current, like the Gulf Stream, was bearing | carried, gently, in the arms of a mighty 
the boat away from them. I pierced the billow,and left upon the shore, as tenderly 
heavens with a cry for a gentle breeze, | a8 a mother’s love lays her infant down to 
but the colors hung down the mast. Re-| sleep. Just at the point of giving up all, 
collecting the motto they bore, “ Work | I found all. When the struggle ceased, 
and Live,” I threw off all my useless) the land was gained. I sunk into’ the | 
clothing, and seized the oars, resolved to) bosom of The Infinite Life and all-per- ; 
work the boat up against the current. | vading love.” pp. 26-30. 
With the most exhausting labor, the ves- ; | 
_ sel only held her own. It seemed to me | _ ApoLoay is only egotism wrong side— + 
like what we sometimes experience in| out.—Dr. Holmes. 
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(Original.] 
CAN GOD GIVE A DEFINITE 
TESTIMONY 


BY MKS. F,. E. IRVINE. 


From observation and experience I 
have been led to believe that many who 
once were able to, say, from a full heart, 


«The blood of Christ cleanseth,” could 


not, af present, speak this, definitely. Some 
can see just the point where their faith 
let go the Saviour, — some sudden temp- 
tation diverted their eye of faith from Je- 
sus, and they fvli that they fell. 

Others, perhaps, have so gradually given 
way to doubts, and unbelief, like a dark 
cloud, has so overspread their minds, that 
they can not refer to any point of time 
when they ceased to believe to the “ cleans- 
ing of their hearts from all sin.” 

It matters little how it occurred; just 
now they can not give a definite testimony 
to present salvation. 

This was once the sad experience of 
the writer. I had clearly enjoyed and 
fully professed the blessing of perfect love; 
but falling into a snare of the devil I had 
lost it. | | 

I thought if I now frankly confessed 
just how the case stood with me, that it 
would injure the cause of holiness, as there 
were many in the community who cavilled 
at this precious doctrine of heart-purity,— 
it was only more grace, burying up these 
wrong tempers, and that they were there, 
ready to manifest themselves on occasions 
of more powerful temptation. I feared 
my experience would confirm them in this 
opinion, and thus the truth of God be mis- 
apprehended. I struggled on in this way 
for nearly a year. When in class, or love- 
feast meetings, [ would speak in general 
terms, such as, ‘‘ Christ had power to cleanse 
from all sin;” that he was “able to save 
to the uttermost ;” that “ his blood could 
cleanse ;” in short, talking about it, instead 
of talking my own heart’s experience. 
At length I was led to feel it to be duty 
to “confess this my sin” to my brethren 


and sisters, and trust the Lord to overrule — 
it so that it would not prove an injury to 
the cause. This I did in the presence of 
those cavilling brethren. How surprised 
was I, soon after, as one of them came to — 
me, saying, “ Nothing ever said convinced 
me of the reality of the doctrine of Chris- 
tian perfection as your confessions of its 
loss.” 

Since that, [have observed that Wesley 
instructs those who enjoy the blessing, 
that, “If they at any time feel a disposi- 
tion contrary to love, to openly confess it 
to their brethren,” asserting, that it will. 
not harm the cause. 

My experience leads me to believe this 
to be the “ more excellent way.” Brother, 
sister, whose eyes now rest uron these 
lines, can you give in a definite testimony | 
in favor of full salvation ? Can you now 
say, with confidence, ‘J know his blood 
doth make the foulest clean ?”— Can you ? 
The cause demands definite witnesses. 
Are you one? The Lord help you never 
to rest unless you can speak definitely of 


a present salvation. 
Channing, McHfenry Co., Ill. 


JESUS, THE WONDERFUL ONE! 


JESUS was wonderful in his condescen- 
sion: for he became man; though he was 
rich, yet for our sakes he became poor. 
He was wonderful in his teaching ; for the 
people wondered at his doctrine. He 
was wonderful in his miracles; for the 
people glorified God on account of the 
wonderful works which he did. He was 
wonderful in his sufferings and death. It 
is truly a marvel that a holy Being, under 
the government of a holy God, should 
endure dreadful woe and agony. This 
ceases to be a wonder, or rather it is re- 
solved into the amazing marvel of the 
love of God to sinful man, when we con- 
sider that Jesus voluntarily gave himself 
to endure that woe and anguish and that 
bitter death, in order to atone for sin, and 
open up a way for man’s return to the 
bosom of God’s love. 
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TRUE HAPPINESS. 


BY REV. R. DUNLOP, 


No one who studies the character of 
God as shown in his works and word can 
doubt that he made us to be happy. Be- 
nevolence is the law of his nature. He 
delights in the harmony of the universe, 
the blessedness of all his rational crea- 
tures. Ife has constituted us and adapt- 
ed us to the end that we may be happy; 
and but for the wilful perversion of his 
blessings all rational creatures would be 
uniformly happy. The human will, also, 
in this respect corresponds with the 
Divine. All seek happiness as the high- 
est good. Why then so much unhappi- 
ness, not only among the openly vicious, 
the ignorant and degraded, but also 
among thdse possessing the greatest ad- 
vantages, even Christians? Manifestly, 
either because they know not the way, 
or do not comply with the conditions. It 
is often sad to hear those whom we must 
believe in charity to be sincere votaries 
of Christ, lamenting their sad experience. 
They are beset with trials, walk in dark- 
ness, and are ready to faint from the dif- 
ficulties of the way. There must be 
something wrong with them. God leads 
his people into green pastures, and beside 
still waters. ‘The yoke of Christ is easy, 
and its burden light. There is no con- 
demnation to them who are in Christ 
Jesus. This is not a doctrine pertaining 
to ancient saints alone, but applicable to 
all the followers of the blessed Jesus. 
We live under the same gospel that 
ancient saints lived, and at a more ad- 
vanced period, when still greater bless- 
ings may be expected. Many testimonies 
might be produced to the effect that such 


blessedness is attainable by saints in this | 


age. What endearing language the 
Saviour employed in addressing his dis- 
ciples, respecting the teaching of the 
Spirit, when he was about to leave them! 
‘¢T will not leave you comfortless.” “I 
will send the Comforter,” and “he will 


guide you into all truth;” “he shall re- 
ceive of mine, and shall show it unto 
you.” IZfthe Spirit’s function is to guide 
us into all truth, we must submit to his 
guidance. If he is to teach us, we must 
be teachable. If he is to show us the 
things of Jesus, we must give him atten- 
tion: in other words, we must believe his 
testimony respecting Jesus. This. obedi- 
ence secures the Spirit’s teachings, and 
the clear and unclouded state of the 
mind that thus submits to his teaching 


renders the truth perfectly intelligible. 


The conscience and heart harmonize. 
When thev are in conthct the mind is in 
a perturbed state, and is thus: incapaci- 
tated to judge correctly. It, is irritated 
and chated, restive under restraint. and 
impatient of obligation. How delightful 


when the mind readily yields to the will 


of God, and runs in the way of his com- 
mandments! “ The ways of wisdom are 
ways of pleasantness and all her paths 


are peace.” In such a mind there is none 


of the effort which attends legal obedi- 
ence. Everything is done easily and 
cheerfully. The spiritual life continues 
without a struggle, trials are endured 
with patience, sacrifices made with plea- 
sure, and responsibilities met with readi- 
ness. Anxiously careful for nothing, 
God is expected to provide for all future 
wants, and to direct all future events. 
From morning till mght, and from night 
till morning, there is the same quiet trust. 


in God, without fear, and the same faith-: 


fulness in discharging every obligation as 
it rises. Life is a perpetual triumph in 
God, and a continual victory over the 
world. Who is not acquainted with 
some, at least, who dwell in the light of 
the Divine favor, and diffuse around 
them a heavenly radiance?’ The secret 
of their experience is their ceasing to 


depend on themselves, and their own 


efforts, and yielding with implicit confi- 
dence to the Divine will, both as to the 
way of salvation through Jesus, and as 
to their duty in all circumstances. A 
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well of blessing springs up within them 
supplied from the Fountain of Eternal 
Love, their grateful love flows forth, and 
they obey from the heart. ‘They do not 
serve God from constraint; they are not 
under bondage, but enjoy the liberty 
and peace of the gospel. The way of 
happiness is plainly revealed in the 
Bible; but many, through their tra- 
ditions, obscure it to their minds, and 
wander in wretchedness. Come to Jesus 
as your best Friend; come to God by 


_ Jesus as your gracious Father, to whom 


you may safely commit the keeping of 
your soul. Come to Jesus, and you will 
find in him the true source of happiness. 
—The Canada 


- 


Gop S WILK. 


BE it ours to lie passive in his hands, 
saying, in unmurmuring resignation, — 
Father, glorify thy name! Glorify thy- 
self, whether by giving or taking, filling 
my cup or “emptying me from vessel to 
vessel.” Let me know no will but thine. 
Angels possess no higher honor and privi- 
lege than glorifying the God before whom 
they cast their crowns. How blessed to 
be able thus to claim brotherhood with 
the spirits in the upper sanctuary! Nay, 
more, to be associated with the Saviour 
himself in the theme of his own exalted 
joy, when he said, “I have glorified thee 
on earth !” 


A BEAUTIFUL Repry. — A pious old 
man was one day walking to the sanctu- 
ary with a New Testament in his hand, 
when a friend who met him said — 

“ Good morning, Mr. Price.” 

“Ah, good morning,” replied he; “I 

am reading my Father’s will as I walk 


“ Well, what has he left you?” said 
his friend. 

“Why, he has bequeathed me a hun- 
dred fold more in this life, and in the 
world to come life everlasting.” 


This beautiful reply was the means of 
comforting his Christian friend, who was 
at the time in sorrowful circumstances. — 
Bible Record. 


THE INWARD TEACHINGS OF 
THE SPIRIT OF GOD. 


FENELON,. 


I nAVE often observed that a rude, 
ignorant sinner, just beginning to be 
touched by a lively sense of the love of 
God, is much more disposed to listen to 
this inward language of the Spirit‘ of 
Grace, than those enlightened and learned 
persons who have grown old in their own 
wisdom. God, whose sole desire is to 
communicate himself, cannot, so to speak, 
find where to set his foot in souls so full 
of themselves, who have grown fat upon 
their own wisdom end virtues; but, as 
says the Scripture, “ his secret ts with the 
simple.” (Prov. iii. 32, vulg.) 

But where are they? I do not find 
them; God sees them, and loves to dwell 
in them; “ My Father and I,” says Jesus 
Christ, “ will come unto him, and ‘make our 
abode in him.” (John xvi. 23.) Ah! a 
soul delivered from self, and abandoned 
to grace, counting itself nothing, and 
walking, without thought, at the will of 
that pure love which is its perfect guide, 
has an experience which the wise can 
neither receive nor understand ! 

I was once as wise as any; thinking I 
saw everything, I saw nothing; I crept 
along, feeling my way by a succession of » 
reasonings, but there was no ray to en- 
lighten my darkness; I was constant to 
reason. But when we have silenced 
everything within, that we may listen to 
God, we know all things without know- 
ing anything, and then perceive that, 
until then, we were utterly ignorant of 
all that we thought we understood. We 


lose all that we once had, and care not 


for it; we have then no more that be- 
longs to self; all things are all lost, and 
we with them. There is something within 


| 
| 
| 
| ° 
Ni 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
; 
| 
. 
| 
? 
| 
| ) 
| 
? 
3 
| 
£ | 
| 
ib | 
| 
4 | 
& 
> 
‘ 
| 


CHRIST A FULL SAVIOUR. 


181 


that joins with the spouse in the Canti- 
cles in saying: “ Let me see thy counte- 
nance, let me hear thy voice ; for sweet is 
thy voice and thy countenance is comely.” 
(Sol. Song ii. 14.) Ah! how sweet is 
that voice; it makes me all tremulous 
within! Speak, O Beloved, and let none 
other dare to speak but thee! Be still, 
my soul; speak, Love. _ 

Then it is that we know all things with- 
out knowing anything. Not that we have 
the presumption to suppose that we pos- 
sess in ourselves all truth. No! on the 
coutrary, we feel that we see nothing, 
ean do nothing, and are nothing ; we feel 
it, and are delighted at it. But in this 
unreserved abandonment we find every- 
thing we need from moment to moment, 
in the infinity of God. There we find 
the daily bread of knowledge, as of 
everything else, without laying up; then 
the unction from above teaches us all 
truth, while it takes away our own wis- 
dom, glory, interest, yea, our own will; 
it makes us content with our powerless- 
ness, and with a position below every 
creature ; we are ready to yield to the 
merest worms of the dust, and to confess 
our most secret miseries before the whole 
world, fearing unfaithfulness more than 
punishment and confusion of face. 

Here it is, I say, that the Spirit 
teaches us all truth; for all truth is emi- 
nently contained in this sacrifice of love, 
where the soul strips itself of everything 
to present it to God. bi 


Fairu.— Faith is the soul looking to 
Jesus. That which produces the blessed, 
purifying effect on the soul is not the act 
of faith, but the object of faith, the ador- 
able Jesus. When the soul by the eye 
looks on a lovely scene in nature, and is 
filled with emotions of beauty and plea- 
sure, it is not the eye but the scene that 
produces them. Looking is necessary 
that the scene may be in contact with the 
mind, so.as to affect it. So believing in 
Jesus is necessary to peace and purity 

12 


through him ; but the peace and purity 
flow from Jesus, not from faith. Faith in 
exercise is the door by which they enter 
the soul. 


(Original.} 
CHRIST A FULL SAVIOUR. 


BY M. A. G. 


On, how sweetly has Jesus taught me, 
by his Holy Spirit, and through his pre- 
cious word, since I was enabled through 
grace, by faith, to lay all upon God’s 
altar as a living sacrifice unto him for 
time and eternity! And yet, how little I 


_know of that vast ocean of infinite love, 


without bottom or shore, in which poor 
degraded humanity, covered all over with 
sin and pollution, can plunge, and rise 
renewed in all the life of God! 
‘* My earth thou waterest from on high, 
But make it all a pool; 
Spring up, O well, I evercry, | 
Spring up within my soul.” 

I was seated at my window in the eve- 
ning, after the close of a very delightful 
meeting for the promotion of scriptural 
holiness. 

The sun was down; all nature was calm 
and serene, while the stars in the firma- 
ment seemed to say, “The hand that 
made us is divine.” While admiring 
everything that God had made to gratify 
his dear children, in the stillness of the 
hour, my thoughts turned from nature to 
nature’s God, and by a glance of faith, I 
saw that he was not only able to make a 
world with all its beauty, but to wash, 
renew, purify and. sanctify these poor 
sinful natures of ours, and put a new song 
in our mouth, even praise unto him who 
has thus saved us to the uttermost. 

While viewing him by faith, as my 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and > 
redemption, my all in all, my heart ex- 
ulted with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory, for so great a deliverance from the _ 


| bondage of sin. A full salvation, — free 


to all who will come to Christ by faith. 
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It has been an exceedingly precious 
thought to me, that God, in his infinite 
love and mercy, condescended to hear 
my cry, and has taken me out of the 


slough of despond, washed me clean in 
his blood, placed my feet in a wide place, 


and bade me go on my way, rejoicing in 
a full and complete Saviour. Love fills 
all the vacuiim of my soul, — ’tis done, — 
to God be all the glory. I would say for 
the encouragement of all who may read 
this, that Jesus has never laid so great a 
cross upon me, that I, in my weakness, 
could not take it up, by his strength. Our 
extremity is God’s opportunity; “ his 
strength is made perfect in weakness.” 
The Holy Spirit in us is our all-suf- 
ciency, — truly, his “ yoke is easy and his 
burden is light.” 

I have nothing to say of myself, only a 
sinner saved by grace, through faith ; but 
I would say to the praise of God, I am 
enabled, through Christ, to walk in the 
clear light of the gospel of peace; have 
been engrafted into “the good olive- 
tree,” and “made a partaker of the Di- 
vine nature.” Therefore the graces of 
the Spirit are developing more and more 
in my poor heart and life. Peace dwells 
in all my borders. To God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, 
be all the glory, world without end. 


PowWER OF PRAYER. — Luther ex- 
celled other Christians in the tone of his 
spirit of prayer, as much as he did in 
actual efficiency. John Knox was second 
to none in his day, in regard to this qual- 
ity. The depths of earnestness with 
which his soul entered into the spirit of 
prayer, are told in this one petition of 
his — “* Give me Scotland, or Idie.” His 
heart had seized its object with such an 
intensity of desire, that its grasp was 
stronger than death. He pleaded for a 
nation’s deliverance from the pollutions 
and prison-house of Popery. The mag- 
nitude of the object had absorbed his 
very heart, and thus was he qualified to 


put forth that prayer —“ Give me Scot- 
land, or I die.” And so manifestly was 
that prayer the secret of his power, that 
even his enemies were made to confess 
it. And the Popish Queen of Scots de- 
clared, that she had rather face an army 


of twenty thousand men than the prayers 
of John Knox. 


Perrect Peace. — Amidst the storms 
and tempests of the world, there is a per- 
fect calm in the breasts of those who not 
only do the will of God, but love to do it. 
They are at peace with God by the blood - 
of reconciliation; at peace. with them- 
selves by the answer of a good con- 
science ; at peace with all men by a spirit 
of charity; and the whole creation is at 
peace with them, for all things work to- 
gether for their good. Nothing can rob 
them of this peace. Ieavenly peace sur- 
mounts every obstacle, and runs with de- 
light the way of God’s commandments. — 
Bishop Horne. 


SALVATION BY FAITH.) 


BY L. KE. 


‘* The just shall live by faith.” 


Ou, for a living faith that will bring its 
possessor into the glorious liberty of a FULL 
salvation, the salvation that Jesus has 
purchased, and which he now holds out 
unto all; and yet we, doubting mortals, 
fear to take the one decisive step which 
will bring us into the goodly land; we 
fear to claim, to appropriate to ourselves 
so great a blessing, and remain just on 
the borders, in a state of unbelief and 
doubting, mourning our weakness, our 
inability to labor for the Lord, because we 
do not admit the power that will work 
for and with us. Oh, beloved brethren, 
open wide your hearts, admit Jesus, and 
he will dwell with you; he will give you 
power over your besetting sins, conquer- 
ing all your foes. Do you doubt it? 
Read in his Word, “ Cleave to the Lord 
your God, for he it is that fighteth for you 
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as he hath promised you. The Lord your 
God, he shall expel these nations from 
before you, and drive them out of your 
sight.” Heé will become your wisdom, 
your strength, and you will be able to go 
forth strong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might, to do battle for him; truly 
we can do nothing of ourselves, poor, lost 
creatures that we are by nature. But let 
us believe the promise that the blood of 
Jesus cleanseth from all sin, that our 
hearts may be purified and fitted for the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and then 
we shall be able to do all things through 
Christ strengthening us. | 

Oh for a spirit of consecration and 
faith in the church, and a strong determi- 
nation to live for the glory of God, and 
the advancement of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom. Oh, for a spirit of heart-searching 
and self-examination. Who of us are 
living religion as a form, trying to enjoy 
all we can of the vain pleasure of the 
world, worshiping with the lips, and not 
the heart; quieting the conscience by a 
formal attendance upon some of the 
means of grace? ‘The family altar, the 
place of secret prayer neglected, or at- 
tended to only as a duty, and living thus 
with the affections given to the world, 
when we are expressly commanded to 
place them on things above, we comfort 
ourselves with the selfish hope of gaining 
an admittance into heaven at last through 
the mercy and long-suffering of our God. 
But there is a passage from the blessed 
Word telling us, “ If a man have not the 
spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” If a 
man HAVE not the spirit of Christ. A 
_ present experience is necessary, a present 
indwelling of the spirit of our precious 
Saviour, not simply a depending upon an 
emotional experience, not looking back 
and hanging all our hope upon a certain 
blissful period when we could sing — 


«‘Happy day,when Jesus washed my sins away,” 


although perhaps since then the roots of 
_ bitterness and the cares of the world have 


been springing up so as to almost choke 
the seeds of grace then sown, or at least 
to arrest their farther progress, leaving 
them buried as the one talent in the nap- 
kin. And what is the spirit of Christ ? 
Is it not one of self-renunciation? Was 
it not being wholly given to do, not his 
own will, but the will of his Father in 
heaven? To save a world of sinners, 
not loving the world nor the things of the 
world, but living and dying for the one 
great object which engages the attention 
of the heavenly host, even of the ever 
blessed Trinity. And, glorious thought, 
we may become co-workers with him by 
casting out every idol, and, giving our- 
selves unreservedly and wholly to the 
Lord, we may become vessels sanctified 
and fit for his use. Oh, who can tell what 
would be the result were every professor 


thus to consecrate himself and live for 
The church would | 


the glory of God? 
then move forward as an army with ban- 


ners, fighting and conquering in the 


strength of the Lord, the weakness of its 
members being made perfect in the 
strength of its Shepherd and Head. 

To those who are now consecrated, who 
are truly desirous of giving up everything 
for Jesus, I would say, believe his promise ; 
believe for the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
We can do nothing to merit this free gift ; 
if we wait a month ora year in the hope of 
being in a better state of preparation, we 
will not be any nearer than we are at pres- 
ent. It is salvation by faith, to be had 
JUST NOW, — a present salvation. Jesus 
has purchased it for us, we have but to enter 
into possession, we have but to cast away 
any dependence we have placed upon 
our own. works, to close our ears to: the 
suggestions of the enemy who would keep 
us from thus unreservedly casting our- 
selves into the fountain opened for our 
uncleanness, and resolutely to say, I do 
believe that the blood of Jesus cleanseth 
Now from all sin, and having done that, 
hold on to the promises by naked faith, 
and persist in believing, meanwhile taking 
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up every necessary cross, proclaiming, I 
believe, even now as I speak, that Jesus 
cleanses me fully, saves me to the utter- 
most. Do this, not depending upon frames 
and feelings; leave all that with the Lord ; 
and when Jesus sees fit, when he has 
sufficiently tested your faith, he will mani- 
fest himself more fully, so that you will be 
constrained to cry out with the Samari- 
tans, ‘“ Now we believe, not because of 
thy saying, for we have heard him our- 
selves, and know that this is indeed the 
Christ, the Saviour of the world.” Al- 
though this may be trying to the soul, yet 
how beneficial are the results when we 
are thus led to rely upon the Word of 
God; for our emotions will subside, but 
the truth eternally shall stand, and it is 
the truth, which, in testifying to the power 
of Jesus to save, makes us free. It is 
now one year since I learned this way, 
after having struggled for months in dark- 
ness, through my endeavors to behold 
within myself a certain state of feeling 
which would satisfy my idea of sanctifica- 
tion, and thus being disposed to trust to 
an emotional experience; but, glory be 
to God, he has brought me into a plain 
path, and taught me to look away from 
myself and unto Jesus; the promise is, 
they that BELIEVE shall be saved. And 
QO, how I do love this precious way of daily 
faith, trusting from moment to moment, and 
receiving salvation as I trust; the water 
of life flows freely into my soul, and my 


heart is continually drinking in fresh sup- 


_ plies from this inexhaustible fountain ; my 
_ hold, which was trembling at first, grows 
firmer; emotions and feelings follow, but 


they are the fruit of faith, and I dare not 


trust in them, for they would only take 
me away from Jesus, and although I 
rejoice in, and praise the Lord for his gifts, 
yet I praise him far more for the one un- 
speakable gift of my precious Saviour, 
who is ever present to see and to bless. 

Plainly has the Spirit imparted to my 
mind that while I continue to abide in 
him, I am free from condemnation; and 


my soul exults in this union between 
Jesus and a believer ; in this dependence, 
drawing from him our very life, feeding 
upon him by faith, I would that all the 
world could know my Saviour, and how 
quickly would they cast aside the vain, 
glittering toys of earth for the true 
spiritual riches, the heavenly manna, and 
to him alone would be given the devotion, 
the service of every heart, and to him 
alone would be ascribed all praise, and 
honor, and glory, on earth as in heaven. 
May the day be not far distant when every 
kindred and tribe will join in songs of 
praise to the “ Lamb of God, who taketh 


away the sins of the world.” 
Brooklyn, Sept. 17, 1861. 


THE CONTRAST. 


Jesus CuHrist was born in a stable ; 
he was obliged to flee into Egypt; thirty 
years of his life were spent in a workshop ; 
he suffered hunger, thirst, and weariness ; 
he was poor, despised, and miserable ; he 


taught the doctrines of heaven, and no | 


one would listen. The great and the 
wise persecuted and took him, subjected 
him to frightful torments, treated him as a 
slave, and put him to death between two 
malefactors, having preferred to give 
liberty to a robber, rather than to suffer 
him to escape. Such was the life which 
our Lord chose; while we are horrified 
at any kind of humiliation, and cannot 
bear the slightest appearance of contempt. 
What acontrast! Nothingness strives to 
be something, and Omnipotence becomes 
nothing. 


THE SIMPLE-HEARTED AND 
| WORLD-WISE. 


THE simple-hearted man pursues the 
even tenor of his way, and does right from 
instinct, where the philosopher of the 
world stumbles in the fancied superiority 
of his wisdom. The difference between 
the conditions of the two is like that 
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between natural and artificial light. The 
simple-souled man walks in the light of 
nature, and, having the broad day beam- 
ing around him, is misled by no false 
beacons; while the world-wise philoso- 
pher goes stumbling along by his own 
farthing rush-light, and, by pursuing the 
beacons hung out by the wayside by those 
like himself, ‘he is constantly getting into 
the mire or falling into the ditch. There 
is nothing like keeping ourselves unspotted 
from the ‘world. The moment we become 
possessed by its spirit of gain, aggran- 
dizement and, dominion, the soul is shut 
out from the light of heaven by the dark 
clouds that gather around it, and it loses 
its perceptions of justice, and its love of 
the simple, the beautiful, and the true. 


THE GREAT GIVER. 


BY H. W. BEECHER. 


Now gather up what you see of tender- 
ness, and great-heartedness, and generous- 
ness in men, and imagine them to be 
grouped into the character of a perfect 


‘being, and put it in the sphere of almighti- 


ness, and give it the sweep of eternity, 
and call it God, or the Son of God, as 
you please; and then you have a concep- 
tion of the Lord Jesus Christ, standing 
over the poor of this world, and meying 
to them, in a voice that never dies till the 
last human soul is redeemed, “ Come to 
me, and obtain help in time of need.” 

Well, what kind of help? No matter 
what kind. At what time of need. If it 
is bodily ailment, may one goto God with 
it? Certainly; because he supplies the 
wants of the body. If you have domes- 
tic trouble, or trouble in your secular 
affairs, or dispositional trouble in its 
lower forms, go to him with it. If you 
may go to hiin for the higher things, you 
inay for the lower. 

A man says, ** Here are some thousand- 
dollar bills; take as many as you please.” 
But say I, “ There are hundreds, and 


fifties, and tens, and fives, and ones; may 
I take them instead of the thousands ?” 
If he says I may have the thousands, he 
will not refuse to give me the ones. If he 
gives me the larger, he will not refuse to 
give me the smaller. 

Now, God has given his own Son to us ; 
he has given himself to us; he has made 
overtures of personal friendship to us; 
he has said, “I am your Father, and ye 
are my sons;” he has granted us the 
blessing of direct communion with him- 
self; and since he has given us these 
higher and larger things, is there anything 
we need, all the way down to the very 
sandals with which we tread the earth, 
that he will not give us? 

In praying to God, we begin by saying, 
“Give us this day our daily bread ;” but, 
ah! there are different sorts of bread. 
There is one kind of bread for the body, 
and God will give that; but there is also 
another kind of bread for the mind,— for 
taste and benevolence, and conscience, 
and veneration, and love,—and he will 
give that. God himself is the bread of 
life, by which the many mouths of the soul 


are supplied. Ife gives us in rich abun- 
dance, all the things that we need. 
riginal) 
TEN RULES OF SELF-GOVERN- 
MENT. 
BY W. B. 0. 


1. PRAY in secret seven times every 
day, — directly after rising in the morn- 
ing, and just before retiring at might; at 
9 o'clock, A.M. and 8 o’clock, p.M., and 
directly aftereach meal. 

2. Read one chapter in the Holy 
Scriptures on your knees every day. 

3. Speak of the dead and absent as 
though they were present. 

_4, Praise not thyself. Say nothing, 
unless actually necessary, which could be 
considered self-recommendation. 

5. Think before you speak. 3 

6. Be strictly temperate in eating and 
drinking. Keep the body-under. 
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7. Labor to be wise, holy, and useful. 
Be not concerned about obtaining a great 
name; a good name is far more desirable. 

8. Improve each moment, by rising 
early, and by doing one thing at a time. 

9, Spare thy words. Prov. xvii. 27. 
James iil. 2. | 

10. Imitate the Saviour; and let your 


- motto be: “ Have faith in God.” 


GEMS. 


The eyes of a Christian should be like 
sunflowers, open to no blaze but that of 
the sun. 


We should never go in the way of 
temptation for the purpose of trying the 
strength of our virtues. If Achan han- 
dies the golden wedge, his next work 
will be to steal it. | 


He who would be angry and not sin, 
must be angry at nothing but sin. 


A soul “without its watch is like a city 
without its walls, exposed to the inroads 
of all its enemies. 


He that takes up fire to throw at his 
adversary, isin great danger of burning 
his own fingers. 

We should not only break the teeth of 
malice by forgiveness, but pluck out its 
sting by forgetfulness. | 

No creatures are so necessary or im- 
portant to God, as to be secure from his 
anger when they sin against him. 

God’s children are like stars, that shine 
brightest in the darkest night; like gold, 


that is brighter for the furnace; like in- 


cense, that becomes fragrant by burning ; 
like the chamomile plant, that grows 
faster when trampled on. 


Matthew Henry says, “ The happiness 
of heaven is the constant keeping of a 
Sabbath. Heaven is called a Sabbath, to 
make those who love Sabbaths long for 
heaven, and to make those who long for 
heaven love Sabbaths.” 


Those should not venture on slippery | 


places, who can scarcely stand upon the 
firmest ground. 

The history of too many is written in 
the following lines : — | 

‘« Stiff in opinion, mostly in the wrong, 

Be everything by starts, and nothing long.” 

In our confessions, let us “ beware,” 
says Mr. Fletcher, “ of imitating the van- 
ity of those coxcombs who, as often as 
they are about to pay for a-trifle, pull out 


a handful of gold, merely to make a show > 


of their wealth.” 
Many a Christian would not have their 


wilderness-state altered, with all its trials, 


and gloom, and sorrow, just that they 
may enjoy the unutterable sympathy and 
love of the Comforter of the comfortless, 
one ray of whose approving smile changes 
the deepest earthly gloom into the bright- 
ness of heaven. | | 

Great truths have never found an easy 
acceptance. 


Better be seven times in the furnace, 
than come out unpurified. — 


“They that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with wings 
as eagles.’’ Isa. xl. 31. 


~ 


Up, Christian, up, take wings and fly 
Above the tempest and the storm; 
Upon thy IFather’s strength rely ,— 
Thy God bis promise shall perform. 


As the strong eagle in his might 
-Soars.on, by powerful pinions borne; 

So may’st thou wing thy glorious flight, 

And all the powers of darkness scorn. 


What though the billows wildly roll? 

What though the clouds may darkly lower? 
Thy God shall bear thy trembling soul 

Far, far above their raging power. 


Then place thy firm, unshaken trust 
In him who doth the winds command; 
On his unfailing promise rest, 

And lean upon his strong right hand. 


Go, leave the cares of earth beneath; 

With soul renewed, and sins forgiven, 
Mount upward on the wings of faith, 
Rejoicing in the smiles of heaven. 
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Original] 
THE VICTORY THAT OVEL- 
COMETH THE WORLD. 
BY C. C. ALLEY. 

In the fall of 1854, there was a prayer 
begotten in my heart for entire victory 
over the world. ‘There followed in my 
mind the result oft such victory ; the idea 
of which was, that, enjoying it, I should 
be free from embarrassment whenever 
duty was presented. Entire victory over 


| 


a view of God’s grace. I saw it sufficient 
for anything a human being could possibly 
be called to endure, even for me. Faith 
took me to the end of my journey. I 
afterwards wrote my letter by the help 
of the Lloly Spirit, and commenced 
my journal. I was satisfied I had ex- 
perienced a great blessing, but was not 
aware that it was in answer to a previous 
prayer. ‘Time passed on, and trials and 
discipline came. God was about teach- 


the world was the burden of my prayer! ing me the important lesson of living by 


for some days. 
surance I should have it; and on one oc- 
casion, at a general class-mecting, I tried 
to impress the certainty I felt of having it, 
~upon the minds of my brethren and sisters. 

Time passed on, and the prayer was al- 
most forgotten. About the same time of’ the 
exercise referred to, I felt impressed that 
it would be well for me to keep a journal 
of my Christian experience, and I felt 


that my correspondence ought to be of 


a religious character. Day after day I 
was thinking of writing to a backslidden 
friend. Being naturally averse to writ- 
ing, [ was waiting to feel more like it, 
till at length it occurred to me. that 
this reluctance was temptation, and it 
was my privilege to have victory over if, 
and present help whenever I needed it. 
My faith grasped the suggestion. I at 
once got my materials for writing, and sat 
down in a room, with two young ladies, 
tocommence my letter. At first, a hurrying 


influence came over me, which, I was per- | 


suaded, was from the enemy. I stopped 
writing, and looked to God for help. In 
a few moments, these words were spoken 
to my heart: “The God of Elijah lives.” 
I still kept my eye intently fixed upon 
God. Ina short time the following words 
in effect were spoken in the depthsof my 
soul: “ The power of the God of Efijah 
may possess the inmost soul!” ‘These 
words were accompanied with a power I 
shall never forget. 


_ While in that state of mind, for a time | 


almost lost to everything around me, I had 


At last, I had an as-/| the moment. 


l‘or some months I was not 
permitted to make any plans for the fu- 
ture, hardly for an hour. I did not feel | 
permitted to engage in any one kind of 
business, or go to my, friends to spend any 
length of time ; but was called to do this 
or that, go here or there, as occasion re- 
quired. In addition to this discipline, I 
had a severe trial from an outward source, 
and with it all, poor health. . With Paul I 
could say, “none of these things move me.” 
Though my way seemed hedged up on 
either side and much beclouded, there 
was a submission to the will of God, and 
a sweet trusting in him to direct my steps 
and establish my goings. During all this 
time, I well knew that I was enjoying the 
benefits of the blessing referred to, but 
did not realize it was the blessing prayed 
for. ‘The fall previous, about two months 
after receiving it, as I was looking for 
some passage of Scripture, my eye glanced 
upon this passage, viz: * This is the vic- 
tory that overcometh the world, even our 
faith.” In the twinkling of an eye, my 
mind was carried back to the time I had 
such a view of God’s grace, and I saw that 
in that unexpected manner my prayer 
had been answered. The blessing came by 
simply looking to God for help, just at 
that time, and expecting it whenever 
I might need it in the future; instead of 
waiting for embarrassment and difliculties 
to be removed, when duty is presented I 
have learned to trust the precious promise, — 
‘My grace is sufficient for thee.” 
Kast Boston, Sept. 2, 1861. 
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188 GUIDE TO 


HOLINESS. 


RESTING IN GOD. 


Since thy Father’s arm sustains thee, 
Peaceful be; 
When a chastening hand restrains thee, 
It is he. 
Know his love in full completeness 
Fills the measure of thy weakness; 
If he wound thy spirit sore, 
Trust him more. 


Without murmur, uncomplaining, 
In his hand 
Lay whatever things thou canst not 
Understand. 
Though the world thy folly spurneth, 
From thy faith in pity turneth, 
Peace thy inmost soul shall fill, 
Lying still. 


Like an infant, if thou thinkest 
Thou canst stand ; 
Childlike, proudly pushing back 
| The offered hand, 
Courage soon is changed to fear, 
Strength doth feebleness appear. 


_ In his love if thou abide 


He will guide. 


Fearest sometimes that thy Father . 
Hath forgot? 
When the dlouds around thee gather, 
Doubt him not. 
Always hath the daylight broken, 
Always hath he comfort spoken,— 
Better hath he been for years 
Than thy fears. . 


Therefore, whatsoe’er betideth, 
Night or day, 

Know his love for thee provideth 
Good alway. 

Crown of sorrow gladly take, 

Grateful wear it for his sake, 

Sweetly bending to hig will, 
Lying still. 


To his own thy Saviour giveth 
Daily strength; 

To each troubled soul that liveth, 
Peace at length. 

Weakest lambs have largest share 

Of this tender Shepherd’s care; 

Ask him not, then, ‘“* When? ” or “ How?” 
Only bow. 

| Tract Journal. 


Ir a man is not rising upwards to an 
angc , depend upon it he is sinking down- 
wards toa devil. He cannot stop at the 
beast. The most savage men are not 
beasts; they are worse, a great deal worse. 


_—Coleridge. 


THE FORMER DAYS. 


“Say not thou, What is the cause that the 
former days are better than these? for thou dost 
not inquire wisely concerning this.’”? — Eccl. 
vii. 10. 

“Tr may at first sight seem strange that 
society, while moving forward with eager 
speed, should be constantly looking back- 
ward with tender regret. 
propensities, inconsistent as they may ap- 
pear, can easily be resolved into the same 
principle. Both spring from our impa- 
tience of the state in which we actually 
are. The impatience, while it stimulates 
us to surpass preceding generations, dis- 
poses us to overrate their happiness. It is 
in some sense unreasonable and ungrate- 
ful in us to be constantly discontented with 
the condition which we are constantly im- 
proving. But in truth, there is constant 
improvement precisely because there is 
constant discontent. If we were per- 
fectly satisfied with the present, we should 
cease to contrive, to labor, and to save, 
with a view to the future. And it is 
natural that, being dissatisfied with the 
present, we should form a too favorable 


| estimate of the past. 


“In truth, we are under a discipline 
similar to that which misleads the travel- 
ler in the Arabian desert. Beneath the 
caravan, all is dry and bare; but far in 
advance, and far in the rear, is the sem- 
blance of refreshing waters. The pil- 
grims hasten forward and find nothing but 
sand, where an hour before they had seen 
alake. They turn their eyes and see a 
lake where an hour before they were toil- 
ing through sand. A similar illusion seems 
to haunt nations through every stage of the 
long progress from poverty and barbar- 
ism to the highest degrees of opulence and 
civilization. But if we resolutely choose 
the mirage backward, we shall see it re- 
cede before us into the regions of fabulous 
antiquity.”— Macaulay. 


Tuosr that are full of truth and 
heavenly glory, are not desirous of vain- 
glory.—AKempis. 


But these two" 
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_ knowledge of God. 


PRAYER IS A KEY.— BIGOTRY. 
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PRAYER IS A KEY. 


1. BECAUSE it opens the door of the 
None spiritually un- 
derstand the character and glory of their 
Maker but such as go to him to be enlight- 
ened. By the very act of calling upon 
the Father of light, we put ourselves be- 
neath the radiance that shines from him. 
We come to the light, and he is always 
ready to open unto us the door, when we 
come by the use of the key. 

2. Because it opens the door of self- 
knowledge. Just as I bring an object out 
of darkness idto light, which I wish to 
examine, so I bring my dark heart into 
light, when I go to God in prayer. . In 
the light of his holiness, and goodness, 
and joy, I see my own. siffulness, and 
shame, and misery. The nearer I get to 
him, the more perfectly I understand 
myself. Prayerless persons do not, but 


‘praying people do, know their own hearts. 


“ Now mine eye secih thee, wherefore I 
abhor myself.” 

3. Prayer opens the glories of the 
natural world to the soul. <A prayerless 
man does not see one in a thousand of the 
beauties of nature, and what he does not 
see, he does not enjoy, as do the spiritually- 
minded. “ For thou, Lord, hast made me 
glad through thy work; I will triumph in 
the works of thy hands.” God makes 
those glad in his works who love to draw 
nigh unto him. 

4. Prayer isa key, because it opens the 
way for our clearest and most delightful 
conceptions of heaven. It gives us har- 


‘mony of spirit with the inhabitants, em- 


ployments, and joys of the kingdom above, 
and thus wecan better understand every- 
thing said about that blessed world. 
Thus does ourfaith become strengthened, 
so that we get better views of “the De- 
lectable Mountains.” No pinnacle in this 
world is so high or so near heaven as the 
mount of prayer. 

The key that can ‘turn back so many 
bolts, and open so many doors, and put 


+ 


people in possession of so many blessings, 
can be had by any mortal willing to take 
the pains to procure it. Many children, 
as well as older persons, have found it, 
and are reaping a noble harvest from its 
use. And we are assured that no person 
who fails of having and using this key, 
will fail of at last laying all the blame 
and shame at his own door.— Boston Re- 
corder. 


BIGOTRY. 


Or all vices, bigotry ; is one of the 
meanest and most mischievous. Its shriv- 
elled, contracted breast leaves no room 
for the noble virtues to dilate and play. 
Candor, benevolence, and forbearance 
become smothered and_ extinguished, 
partly from being cramped by littleness 
of mind, partly from being overwhelmed 
with intellectual dust. Bigotry is a deter- 
mined enemy to truth; inasmuch as it 
essentially interferes with freedom of in- 
quiry, restrains the grand, indefeasible 
right of private judgment, confines our 
regards to a party, and, by limiting the 
extent of moderation and mutual good — 
will, tears up charity by the very roots ; 
and though this baneful vice is so uncom- 
fortable in itself, so contrary to the genius 
of the gospel, and so extensively perni- 
cious in its effects, yet is it not as com- 
mon as it is detestable ? May all God’s 
children be enabled to cast it, with the. 
rest of their idols, to the moles and to the 
bats. — Loplady. 


Let not this weak, unknowing hand 
Presume thy bolts to throw, 

And deal damnation round the land 
On each I judge thy foe. | 

If I am right, thy grace impart 
Still in the right to stay; | 

If I am wrong, Oteach my heart 

To find that better way.—Fope. 


Tue truth must be ‘théugh 
hell break out into opposition; and we 
must keep faith and-a good conscience, — 
though persecutors print on our sides the 


marks of the Lord Jesus.—An old Divine. 
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